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To His Бела) y, W. R. Miller; TTA of dios 
. DEAR Sr 一 Im obedience to the organie act, the Trustees of 


- the Arkansas Institüte for the Education of the Blind. respect- 
fully submit their Ninth Biennial Report, for the two years end- 


ing September: 30, 1878, and for.a detailed statement of the 
condition and work performed, would refer to the important and 
interesting Report of ће Superintendent, herewith submitted, 
-and ask for it à favorable consideration. .. - 


> 


The amount appropriated for the support of the Tnatitntion by 


“the last Legislature’ was four thousand dollars ($4000) for salaries: 


of officers and teachers, and one hundred and seventy dollars: 


| (8170) бот each pupil, so limited that іп the aggregate it should: 
‘not exceed five thousand five hundred dollars ($5500) per annum. 


—eut down to about two-thirds of the estimates, the amount. 
asked for by the Superintendent, and récommended by the Board 
of Trustées—a reduction in practical effect of more than doubt- 
ful economy. . It will be borne in mind that the $170 per capita 


covers all contingent expenses. When. exhausted, the alterna- ` 


tive is to-eurtail tlie-sessions—that much less in the benevolent 
designs of the Institution. due. to the indigent blind wards of ‘the 
State. Hence, if the Trustees cannot make so favorable report 
of attainments in the cause of education—which elevates а peo- 


: ple; whose. servants we are—we deem it-our duty to inform your 
Excellency wherein lies-the hinderance, and the wants of the 
| пин trust committed. to our charge. І | 


- The-whole number of pupils receiving : instructions during the 
last two years was forty-six ; the average attendance thirty-three— 
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/ . Ts [ 6 | 
within the prescribed limits. It is extremely difficult and humil- 


iating to explain and satisfy the indigent blind applicants from 
distant counties; seeing vacant séats in the Institution—having 


өз, н а ә 


room for forty ог more—the reason they cannot be admitted to 
| the benefits of а State Institution. "They аге induced to believe 
di ` аё the Trustees are partial or uncharitable. When informed 
h © that they are excluded by a special act of the Legislature, being 
blind, they cannot see it that way, for their people have paid an 
jy ` equal share of taxes. To end the controversy, in justification, 
| they are referred to the yeas and nays on the appropriation bill, 
Tf on the last day and hour of the session, too late for your Excel- 
li lency to rescue, and the blind applicants are remitted back to 
c iMi their lístless loneliness and dependence. A like restriction was 
not imposed upon the Deaf Mute Institute, where it would be 
less harmful. In the allusion, it is not that we regard that insti- 
' tution less, but from association regard this the more. The 
appropriation for teachers was reduced to the same as for deaf 
mute pupils, who have no ear for musie, or, as here, seeing per- - 
sons to lead the blind. With the latter, the most important 
training is to develop and utilize the musical talent predominat- 
ing in blind persons. Its importance here may be seen in four 
. pianos and no provision for a teacher. The benevolent in other 
-lands were moved to supply the deficiency-in this department. 
without fee or hope of reward. From sympathy and good will, 
the accomplished lady teacher in music, Miss Costello, with 
endowments equal to the highest salary, came a thousand miles 
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and volunteered a year's services and relieved the Institution from 
." the embarrassments of a short allowance. But these matters are 
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ably disctssed in the Superintendent’s Report, to which your 

il attention is invited. With all the before-inentioned hinderances 
ud and untoward circumstances, it is gratifying to turn to the 
; 4 valuable improvements and advances made, under circumstances 

B of difficulty, some of which are briefly set forth in the aforesaid 
report. For the large, unassuming progress made, the State is 
indebted to the devoted, life-time experience and. peculiar fitness 
of the Superintendent—really, the founder of the Institution— 


"n | 

first being educated to the work, to a striking degree, he has the 
tact and ability, from habits of industry and economy ,to spin out 
the smallest monéy to the end desired, and accomplish wherewith 
it was sent. It is not apparent how the teachers and pupils are- 
so well fed and educated on half a loaf.. That the standard of. 
learning should be upheld, he has taken the place of class teacher 
—a labor unusual for a Superintendent, 


Тһе main and other ЖОЛ of the Institute were erected, 
the grounds enclosed and beautified out of the savings from the 
earlier liberal appropriations for current expenses. For the 
purchase of lands and erection,of buildings, the only appropri- 
ation was $7000, and the property is now valued at $30, 000, and 

the provisions made are sufficient for all applicants in the State 

who are entitled to its benefits, апа only awaiting an adequate 
appropriation. This mention is made that full credit may be 
given to the estimates made by the Superintendent, Prof. Patten, 
and what he may ask for the ‘support and advancement of the 
Institution may be granted without exceptiqnal terms; and for 
further cause, prompting the foregoing. report, that before the 
time of the next in or der, the writer hereof will have retired 
from his position in the Board of Trustees—a trust held from its 
organization here, ten years since, in which assistance was derived 
from the generous co-operation of the State officers and the public- 
spirited citizens of Little Rock. | | 

It has come to be a settled question, that аен blind 
children, of school age, are entitled to educational facilities from: 
the State equal tothat of seeing children, the advantages derived 
subsequent, in ' self-support, held to be equal to the additional 
cost. Now, in full view of the premises, the Trustees would. 
recommend that an appropriation be made: For salaries of offi- 
cers and teachers, five thousand dollars ($5000) per annum; for 
eurrent expenses, two hundred dollars (7200) for each puni per 
annum. 

The Trustees beg leave to refer to a РЕ іп the Super- 
intendent's Report, of about one thousand dollars ($1000), 
the avails of the Institute lands sold in Arkadelphia, and the 
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proceeds inadvertantly paid into the State Treasury. By special 
enactment it belongs to the fund for building and repairs, and it , 


. ean be reached only by an enabling act of the Legislature. The 


fund could not be used for current expenses, besides there is an 
immediate necessity for its use in a legitimate way. Wherefore, 
the Trustees would suggest that such steps be taken as will restore 
to the Institute the said misdirected fund. l 


Other important matters are spoken of in the Superintendent’s 
Report, to which we invite your attention and favorable consid- _ 
eration ; also therewith Appendix “ E,” a historical sketch, em- 
bracing twenty yéars of its existence, from its infancy, through: 
trials at times insurmountable under the uncertain support of 
charity; to a meager State aid, thence the removal to a land 
оҒ plenty and steady growth, to its present fixed career of use- - 
fulness, creditable to the State, well worthy of the fostering care 
and support of each successive Legislature. That it will be 
bestowed in the present emergency, the Trustees can have no 
doubt; that a large proportion of the three hundred blind of the 
State may become selfsupporting, largely contributing to the 


aggregate wealth of the State. Thus the Institution becomes 


both ornamental and fruit-bearing. 


Тһе new and changing methods of instruction and training 
the blind to useful positions in society, through the interchange 
of views and experiences made in the biennial Conventions, com- 
posed of the Superintendents апа" Trustees of the Institutions 
from.the several States, making more efficient and practical the 
art of teaching and discipline, has rendered it necessary to revise 
the by-laws, ‘effecting an entire change in the rules and regula- 
tions in the management of the Institute, and herewith submit- 
ted for publication with the several reports. 


Tlie Superintendent also suggests, with valid reasons therefor, 
that the long, high-sounding name of ‘Arkansas Institute for 
the Education of the Blind," be changed to one more simple and 
expressive of its object, that of “Arkansas School for the Blind,” 
a change which meets the approval of the Trustees. 


The Trustees have been so largely engaged in and about the 


HIS = A) 

affairs of this Institution, witnessin g the sightless or -phans, it may 
be thought that their sympathies chave become excited, conse- 
quently its importance overestimated. Wethink not. Let those 
who may have formed a different estimate view the grounds and 一 
witness the scenes there enacted. Тһе "Trustees would cordially 
invite the most rigid. examination, on the part of the Govern- 
ment, by appropriate committees or other methods, into the con- . 
dition and management of the interesting trust, confident that 
such inquiry would result 1 in бошдан of the views herein 
expressed. 


LIBERTY BARTLETT, 
R. L. DODGE, ^ 
ANDREW HUNTER, 


$C қ . Trustees. 
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SUPERIN TEN DENT S REPORT. : 
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To the Boar d of Trustees: 


GENTLEMEN—Section 20 of an act sone July 22, 1868, 
provides that the Trustees and Superintendent shall each make 
detailed reports biennially, to the General Assembly, of the pro- 
ceedings, condition , etc., of the Institution. In compliance 
with that provision, I. herewith present to you, and through you 
and -His алар the Governor, to the General EOD 
my biennial report. | | | 

_ The vast two years have glided away S} rapidly 2d for the 
most part, so pleasantly, that I can scarcely realize it is time to 
make another report. | 

Тһе officers and teachers have been faithful and the pupils, 
with few exceptions, have been exemplary and studious. - Their 
progress, intellectually, morally, and in self-helpfulness, has been 
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marked. The several departments of the school have moved. 


-.* 


on harmoniously, each doing its appropriate work, and, consid-' 


ering the very limited means we had to work with, the results 
have been satisfactory. 


NUMBER OF PUPILS. 


At the date of my last biennial report, October, 1876, there 
were connected with ‘the Institute twenty-nine pupils—four- 
teen males and fifteen females. Since then thirteen new pupils 
have been received ‘and four former pupils have been readmitted, 
making the whole number instructed in the two years forty-six 
—twenty-two males and twenty-four females. Of these, seven 
males and nine females have been discharged and two females 
have died, leaving the present number fifteen males and thir- 
teen females. A few others applied for admission, but the ap- 
propriation of $170 per pupil for current expenses being limited 
to 90500 per annum, limits the number of рирце їо ап average 


< 一 广 一 


limitation appears to me both unjust and unnecessary. Uidust 


because all proper applicants have as strong a claim upon the 
privileges of the Institution as those “һауе who are here. It is 
unnecessary, because the blind are already too slow in availing 
themselves of the privileges offered them, and need to be en- 
couraged rather than discouraged in coming to school. 

While some institutions are sending out agents to invite 
pupils to come in and others are recommending a compulsory 
law to force their friends to send the blind to school, Arkansas, 
1 believe, is the only State which has a law compelling the 
major part of them to stay at home. ОҒ our pupils discharged 
during the last two years, two males have set up in business for 
themselves at mattrass and broom-making ; one is working in a 
chair factory. One of the females, Miss Lorena Miller, so in 
J une, 1877, graduated from the Arkanas Female College with 


the highest honors, has been appointed teacher in this Institu- 


tion. Another, Miss L. C. Elliott, is teaching school in the 
country. "Two male pupils, who were alone in their classes, 


[u] 
have, during the last year, attended: St. Johns’ College, Major 
Parham, then President of that inėtitution, kindly donating 


their tuition. They have held their own with seeing boys, 
keeping up with their classes and conducting themselves in such ` 


manner as to gain high commendations from the professors. 


* 


HEALTH. 


i 


For the sanitary condition of the household, see Біздін 8. 


Report, Appendix A. 

Two pupils have ‘died аё. Һе Institution. Jane Hicks, а 
Cherokee Indian, died of consumption December 31, 1876, 
aged twenty-five years. She took a severe cold during vacation, 
which settled upon her lungs and soon after her return to 


- school it became evident that her life was fast ebbing away. 


- 


Jennie Ezelle, aged eighteen, died of congestion of the lungs’ 


and brain February 1, 1878. Her last illness was brief, though 
for years she had been in feeble health. Both the deceased 
were orphans, and both died in the hope of a blessed immor- 
tality. 


SUBORDINATE OFFICERS. 


Owing to the small appropriation made for salaries two 
years ago,'and to’ our being obliged, out of it, to pay a deficit 


for the years previous, we were unable to retain the valuable 


services of our experienced and faithful teachers, who could do 


better elsewhere than to remain here for the pittance we were 


able to offer them. This we greatly regretted, for experience, 
valuable in any vocation, is especially so with a teacher of the 
blind- To instruct this class successfully, one must have соп- 
fidence in their ability to learn, which can only be acquired by 
long association with them. For example, a teacher who does 
not believe that the blind can ‘learn to thread а needle:or to use 
а sewing machine, or doubts their ability to do so, is not likely 
to succeed in teaching them to do either. The same is true in 


every department. Many a blind youth has failed to learn, 


to read simply because his teacher was too easily discouraged. 


А [12] mE - 
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And many another lias learned in.spite of himself, because his. 
teacher would not let him become discouraged. Ап excellent 
custom prevails in deaf mute institutes of increasing the salaries. 
of teachers a certain amount each year until they become fully 
acquainted. with the work. This custom might well be adopted 
> in institutions for the blind. А faithful teacher, who has become 
familiar with the work and interested in it, should not be lightly 
^parted with. i 
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The following upon this subject is from the Thirty-first 
Annual Report of the Indiana Institution for the Blind: ~ 
“Tf special qualifications of head and heart, among which 

| experience takes high rank, are necessary to successful teaching 
| in ordínary institutions of learning, they are doubly so in a 
“school like ours. The work ot educating normally-conditioned 
children, with the help of countless methods and appliances that 
are the result of the combined thought of the world throughout 
past ages is one thing, and that of unfolding and developing the 
crippled faculties of those who are destitute of the important- | 
4 sense to which most of these methods ánd appliances are 


+ 
E 

yaaa Ае, 

аға a 


+ 


раа, epa eM, 


| 
| 


ut 


рел. 
T gh Ta 


NJ 
Аға 一 
Ec Det 


X. 


' addressed is another thing.” 


tom а 

r dose M 

QUEE, BERD х 
аа 


Бя 
e aAA 


ЖҮН 


ЕС 


You need not be reminded, then, in view of the nature of 
our especial work, that every year's experience on the part of 
our teachers serves to enhancé very largely the value of their 
services in behalf of the unfortunate youth entrusted to their care, 
nor that it behooves us, if we would keep our institution abreast 
of,others of its kind, to offer them every reasonable inducement 
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| | io continued in the field of labor to which they show themselves 

| 41. | well adapted. Unless demanded by imperative circumstances, 

pa any change in the official corps of such an institution is greatly 

4 to be deprecated, especially on account of the scareity of persons 
OR. who possess the required training for such work. 


Having lost our teachers, how to fill their places without 
money, or with the least possible amount, became a serious 
question, which was solved in the following manner: The 
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remaining officers, whose time was already out, consented 
to assume additional duties rather than let the Institution suffer. 
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The work of the school-roóri has been done by the Superin- 


tendent as principal teacher, aided by two young assistants, 


one of them a. blind graduate of this Institution, and two 
advanced pupils, each teaching a class. Му assistants have 
endeavored to make up, by-industry and zeal, what they lacked 
in experience, and they have done good work. The boys’ work- 
shops here have been managed; by two of the older pupils, 
who have done remarkably well, and thoügh this arrangement: 
adds to the cares and labors of the Superintendent and Steward, 


. it has been so successful that we propose to .continne it another 


year. The Matron and her Assistant have conducted the 
Female Work Department, as heretofore. The Music Depart- 
ment has been conducted by Miss M. E. Costello, a blind 
vocalist and teacher, of the piano-forte, of rare culture and 
ability. As the appropriation for salaries to this institution was 
no more than that allowed to the Deaf Mute Institute, and 
therefore no provision being made for music teacher, we expected 
to be obliged to suspend, at least in part, that important department 
of the Institution, when Miss Costello, a lady well known to 
the Superintendent, hearing of ouf extremity, with a heart full 
of beneyolence and sympathy for the blind, kindly offered to teach 
music for us for one year without compensation. We accepted - 
her generous and unexpected offer, hoping to be able to retain her 
until such time as we should be able to offer her a salary commen- 
surate with her ability. During the year she was with us she gave 
eminent satisfaction, infusing into her pupils a zeal -kindred to . 
her own. She advanced them rapidly, and we would gladly 
have retained her services; but her interest seemed to call her 
elsewhere. We most cheerfully recommend her as a successful 
teacher and a Christian lady, and trust that wherever her lot 
may be cast she will meet with that encouragement and success 
which her great merits deserve. 


For the names of officers and teachers for the current session, 
see first page. ! 


With one exception, all my assistants in the School, Music 
and Work Departments are bJind, апа а] but one pupils of this 
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Institution. These worthy blind persons are struggling hard to 
support themselves and to maintain the reputation of their Alma 
Mater. They are receiving a very small compensation for their 
labors, in somé instances much less than seeing persons would 
expect for the same work. This ought not soto be. If they do 
their work as well, they should. be paid as well as seeing persons. 
It may be said that they have been educated at public expense, 
and they should therefore be willing to make a return for the 
cost of their instruction. "They are daily showing their willing- 


ness to make such return, cheerfully performing duties for - 


which seeing persons would require double their compensation ; 
but is it generous or just for a great State to accept the sacrifice 
from her blind children, when she would not think of asking it 
from the seeing? Seeing youths are receiving instruction in the 
publie sehools all over the State, and in the University at 
Fayetteville, at the publie expense. Some of them are, being 
trained especially for teachers; yet I have never heard of one 
out of a thousand so instructed who has been required to teach 


ог to serve the State in any other capacity, without compensa- 


tion, or at a lower rate than he would have done had he been 
educated elsewhere. ' If institutions, whose province it is to aid 
and elévate the blind, discourage their efforts by compelling 
them to teach for half price, how “сап we expect an incredulous 
publie to believe us, when we commend to them our graduates 
as equally worthy with the seeing of their patronage? The 
publie will be very likely to conclude that if we retain the best 
of our graduates and employ them for reduced wages, those who 
go out from us are worth still less, and will bestow their patron- 
age accordingly. Thus we shall help to.defeat the object for 


which the Institution was designed. 


I hold that if a blind person does his work as well as one 
who sees, he should be paid as well for it.. I have carried out 
my views in this respect, so far as I have had the means to do 
so. For example, our blind girls make mattrass ticks better. 
than we ean get seeing women outside of the Institute to do it, 
aecordingly we give them the preference; and when we get 


/ 
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into а pinch and are oblighed to employ both, we pay the 
blind five cents more per tick than we do the seeing, and our 
customers are the.gainers. | 2. 

There are some .branches in i which a blind Pune can in- 
struct the blind better than one who can see, other things being 
equal. He understands their difficulties and knows the way out 
of. them, for he. has traveled the. same road himself. If his. 
pupils are inclined to be discouraged they have constantly 
before them a, living example of suecess, Our pupils could not 
understand how a totally blind person. could teach music until 
they. had a blind. music teacher. ыт 

Our girls have learned to use the sewing machine much more: ` 
readily since they have had the instruction and example of a 
blind teacher in that branch. While several pairs of eyes are 


‘absolutely neceesary in an institution, every place which the 


blind can fill properly, should be given them, and they should be 
paid the full value of their labor. 


~ 


LITERARY DEPARTMENT. 


Classes have been taught in- the following branches, viz.: 


, Reading, Spelling, Writing, Mental and Written Arithmetic, 


Political and Physical_Geography, English Grammar, Towne’s 
Analysis, Algebra, Science of Familiar Things, Science of Gov- 
ernment, Constitution of the United States, English Literature: 
and Calisthenies. 

On the 24th, 25th and 26th of Fane last, at the close of the: 
scholastic year, our classes were examined in the presence of a 
committee, consisting of Prof. J. M. Fish, Superintendent of 
Public Schools in . Littie Rock ; Prof. R. H. Parham, Principal 
of Sherman High School, and Rev. Т. R. Welch, D.D.—gentle- 
men eminent for learning, and practjcal educators. The follow- 
ing is their report: | | 
To the Honorable Board of Trustees of the Blind Institute : 

GENTLEMEN—Your committee, appointed to examine the: 
pupils of the Institute for the Blind, over which you have con- 


trol, would respectfully report that we have performed the duties. , 


assigned us, and submit the following : 


_ [16] 


The examination was very thorough and complete, ud the 
pupils evidenced a- training which clearly indicated that they 
had been instructed by faithful and competent teachers. The 
examinations in Arithmetic, Algebra and Music were especially 
commendable, the pupils showing a proficiency in these branches 
fully equal to the results obtained by the examination of seeing 
pupils of the same grades. The grading of pupils is not as: 
closely made as should: be to produce the best results; but this 
we attribute to the lack of teachers, and should not be ‘regarded 
as the fault of those now employed. 

We also examined the work-shops and the grounds. We” 
found the pupils engaged in making mattresses, brooms and re- 
seating chairs, ete., which work was being done in as good а 
manner as that usually sold as first-class work. . While wander- : 
ing through the several shops we were forcibly led to the con- 
clusion that it would be economy on the part of the State to 
erect new commodious shops and furnish them with tools and 
‘machinery, and thus furnish the pupils with such a knowledge 
of the mechanical arts as will enable them to support themselves 
after leaving school. The Sfate should furnish such an appro- 
priation as your honorable body may recommend, and not by 
any false ideas of economy cripple an institution of such practi- 
cal value to the unfortunate blind as this one. It is much 
cheaper to provide liberally for the education of those unfortu- 
-nates than to maintain them as uneducated paupers. 

‘We can not close this report without speaking in terms of 
warm commendation of the Superintendent, Prof. Patten, and 
all connected with'the Institute, for the very efficient manner in 
which the work of the past year has been accomplished, and 
especially can we commend Miss Costello as a teacher of Vocal 
and Instrumental Music, who, although blind herself, has the 
ability to acceptably fill a position of teacher of music іп any 
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school. Respectfully submitted, . 
J. M. FISH, 


В. Н. PARHAM, Jn. 
THOS. R. WELCH, 
Committee. 
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E mE MUSIC. 


.. All PT pupils Тт been instructed i in singing, and to those 
who bid fair to make music a means of support, instruction has 
been given upon the piano, organ and guitar, while those far 
enough advanced have'taken lessons in the Theory of Music. 
Several of the older boys have commenced learning to tune 
pianos, and arrangements have been made to continue instruc- 
tion in this important branch. It is now admitted by high au- 
thorities that the blind can tune pianos better than the seeing, on 
account of, the greater accuracy of their ear. Their ability is 
recognized in the City of Boston by the employment of blind 
tuners in some of the largest piano factories, and, further still, 
by the School Board of that city, who have, by contract, com- 
mitted to the Tuning Department of the Perkins Institute for 
the Blind the care of the one hundred and twenty-seven piangs 
used in the Publie Schools. There is no branch of business 
taught^n institutions for the blind which promises to be more 
remunerative or to yield a more ready means of support than 
piano-tuning, and we sincerely trust, that our Legislature will 
afford us the means to give our pupils every facility for perfect- 
ing themselves in it. .. - 


WORK DEPARTMENT. 


The following work has been done in our shops during the 
last two years: | 


By the Boys: — By Boys and Girls together: 


Brooms made.......... ..........:...... 5,283 Chairs seated with cane.............. 137 
ҰүлЕреы ына отыры a up dnos 39 Chairs seated with shucks......... 43 
Mattresses... i.e eene 98 Baskets тпайе.......................... 28 
PIO WS oC еее абы 56 - 

Church eushions.......... TOES 53 

Lounges upholstered ......... ..... 2 З 


Under-beds made........ .......... 5 
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List of articles made, repaired, marked, ete., in the girls’ 
work-room during the two.sessions commencing October 1, 1876, 


and ending June 26, 1878: 


Shedisan cones Ты RES AER ТОС, 82 Shirts, сойоть................4.1.1.21.11.1.1.. 25 
РИО ИС е коео 42 “Undershirts ьн WEG 14 
PINNOW CASES ee 15. Pairs pants............... NN UA os 14 
*Mattress-UcES «ues errores 12 Pairs of drawers for boys............... 20 
Bed-spreads hemmed...... ........... 18  Waists for Боув..........................2... 8 
Blankets hemmed............ ........., 0: Coats for BOYS ese eir iere, L 
Towels Һерлюпеа.......................... 91. . EIS DR 17 
Table-cloths...... ......... DEMENS 3 Pairs of drawers for girls............. ..29 
Table-COVOLPS нина 8 NIght-BOWHS e 。. еке» 6 
Сатаан ыр 20 КІН, ере ы omi YEA V a pO T еті» 18 — 
' - Dining-room aprons.......... а 19 Under waists .pe 22 
ТісКіпе-Баов................... ИО E. VDEOSSOS ыы айына нын ЫК 60  , 
Button-holes worked .................. 1,218: Aprons secossa ies новые 94 
Number of pieces repaired ......... 1,016 Баса мезанен динине 5. 
Hats trimmed ......... ide eda аты Des dU S Handkerchiefs hemmed............ .... 63 
SUN DOU NCES: ou ызы анн 4 Veils hemmed......... .............. жығы 6 
Ruffles һештаей........................ 10 Cushions тайе............ .................. 53 
ТРіесеѕ marked, last session...... 716. “Әһор:артопя:552224 еее беде 10 


"Mattress-ticks made as overwork, out of school-hours, not included. 
Хо account kept of pieces marked first session. 


The following is the financial account of the shop: _ 


Shop Dr. to Е 7 
Manufactured goods on hand October 1, 1876.............................: $ 112 25 
Raw material on hand October 1, 1876 ........................... TENE: 11 65 
Tools and machinery on hand October 1, 1876............................. 193 75 
Machinery, tools and material purchased and amount paid pupils 
for over-work............... UNSER а аты Г АН ЖОО 1,564 49 
a. | 81,942 14 
Shop Cr. by 
Dif ры дабылы аа бата ИК TT ud CRM MCN $1,400 38 
Goods on hand September 30, 1878............... ...................2..... 21 30 
Raw material on hand September 30, 1578.................... .............. 51 18 
Tools and machinery on hand September 30,1878 . . ..... ..... . 997 50 
" Pe ООА КТО УОК КУЛЛ ОЛДО Т 119 50 
$1,925 81 
Balance against SHO ане daos etus asinus tas eripe e SE НЯ 16 33 
81,942 14 


Mattresses, brooms, bedding, etc., made for the house are not 
included in the foregoing. 


AID FOR THE INDUSTRIOUS BLIND. 
It is evident to educators of the blind that, with many of our 
pupils, our work should not end when they leave the Institution ; 
that their education will profit them little in making a living, 
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but will rather make them feel more keenly their dependent 

condition, unless a helping hand be stretched out after them to give 

them a start. This is especially true of those who must depend 

upon handicraft for support. The blind workman leaves the 
Institution with buoyant hopes. Conscious that he has learned 
his trade thoroughly, and that he can make as good a mattress, 
broom, basket or brush ав a man with eyes, he does not 
understand why he should not succeed as well; but, lacking the 
means to set up in business, and having no friends able or willing 
to assist him in doing 50; һе applies for employment at the shop 
of a seeing workman. Here, at the very threshold, he meets 
with looks and words of incredulity—the former he can not see, 
for the latter he is’ prepared. Не exhibits his specimens of- 
skill, which even the unbeliever is compelled to acknowledge to 
be perfect of their kind. But he still objects that the arrange- 
ments of his,shop are for men with eyes, and that his workmen 
would^not like to be bothered with a blind man. Applications 
‘to others are equally unsuccessful, and, at last; weary and dis- 
heartened, he returns to his home—-perhaps an alms-house— 
more miserable than if his hopes of usefulness-and independence 
had never been awakened. How shall this diffieulty be met and 
surmounted ? . | | | 


After much reflection, the following plan is ; sugg ested as most 
feasible and least expensive: Let each indigent pupil, upon leaving 
the Institute, who is not otherwise provided for, be farnished with 
an outfit sufficient to set him up in business in a small way. 
Friends and neighbors, too incredulous to help a blind man start 
in business, would patronize and help secure his success if he 
was once started. The following is a case in point: 


Andrew J. Hudspeth, о: Yell County, Ark., entered the 
Institute in 1874 to learn to work, being too old to be. received 
into the Academie Department. After remaining two years and 
learning to make mattresses and brooms, he left to set up in 


-a 


business for himself. 


1 
He had no money, and though his long residence in the coun- 
try and good character had made him many friends, he could 
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find none possessed of means who were willing to invest in an enter- 
prise to bemanaged by a blind man. Some promised aid, but after 
months of weary and fruitless waiting, he returned to the Insti- 
tution and remained another session, at the end of which, in 
June, 1877, а subscription was circulated among the friends of 
the Institute in Little Rock, and eighty-three ($83) dollars was 
чаша raised, with which a broom-machine and tools for broom and mat- 
tress making, together.with a quantity of material, were purchased 
and shipped to Dardanelle, where he opened a shop and is meeting 
with the success which his industry and enterprise deserve; We -- 
are informed that he is riot only making a living, but there is à 
probability of his laying up something for a rainy day. ‘it 
would be laborious and savor too much of charity to pass a sub- 
scription paper around for every indigent mechanic who grad- 
uates from our shops. I would, therefore, recommend that the 
net profits of the shops, after paying for the tools and material, 
be set apart as a fund for furnishing outfits to indigent graduates. 
For obvious reasons, set forth in former reports, the profits of. 
our work-shops will never be large, but they probably will be 
sufficient for the above-named purpose, and the knowledge that 
the fruits of their labor are te be devoted to such a purpose, 
will be a constant incentive to our workmen to industry and 
frugality in the use of the material. 


WHY THE EDUCATION OF THE BLIND COSTS 
. MORE THAN THAT OF DEAF-MUTES OR АМҮ 
CLASS OF SEEING PERSONS. 


Permit me to repeat here what has been said in former re- 
ports, and what ought to be generally known, especially by leg- 
islators, viz: That it costs more to educate the blind than any 
other class of students. | 

First—Because a school for the blind has more to do than 
others. The common school, thé academy, or the college; 
receives students with more or less previous training, gives them 
an English or a classic education, and without further ' responsi- 
bility BERG them out to shift for themselves. Not so with the 


ша 


Wy. f 52, 
Жы; 


* 


Í 1211: 

school forthe blind. We have to take pupils, many of them with 
no previous training, of all ages, from the almost, helpless blind 
child of six years to mature: men and women ; of all degrees of 
eultivation, from the child who cannot tie his shoes, and the 
youth who has grown up without culture, to the young man and 
woman of cultivated intellect and refined taste. We are ex- 
pected to take this heterogeneous mass of humanity and out of 
it mould useful and self-sustaining men and women. We are 
expected not only to give them a thorough English education, 
but to give to each one a profession ‘or trade, by which he or she 
may become self-supporting, Besides being an infant, a pri- 
mary, а grammar and a high school, to those pupils who expect 
to make music their profession, we are expected to be a conserv- 
atory of music; to those who expect to teach other branches, 
we are to be a normal school, to those who expect to be 
mechanics, we must provide technical ‘instruction. - We are ех- 
pected, and it is our pleasure, to study the disposition and ability 
of each individual pupil for the purpose of determining for 
what position in life he or she is best fitted, and having made 
the discovery, to afford to each every facility for preparing for 
that position. ІҒ any are found of so tow a grade of intellect, 
or who have so long been neglected, that it is evident they can 
never become self-sustaining,- then such must be afforded 
especial opportunities for making themselves acquainted with 
household employments, that theirs may be a helpful, and not a 
helpless dependence. Іп short, we must be to the blind a home, 
‘a hospital, a school of various grades, from the kinder garten 
to the normal.and the conservatory of music, a factory and an 
intelligence office, to provide employment for our graduates, 


Second—More teachers and attendants are needed. Besides 
instruction in music and handicraft, more teachers are needed in 
the ordinary branches. Опе teacher ean instruct as many seeing 
students as can observe his illustrations upon the blackboard, - 
but let the students be blind and the illustrations be addressed 
io the touch, as the maps’ in geography for example, and the 
hand of each pupil must be guided separately by the teacher, 
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thus requiring for a single pupil the time that, might be devoted 
to a^whole class, if they could see. As much of the instruction 
is oral, requiring a constant strain upon the voice, a teacher of 
the blind should not be employed in the school-room more than 
four hours per day. This is not mere theory; it is the conclu- 
sion reached through sad experience. Several excellent teachers 
in our school have been obliged to resign for no other reason 
than that their throats and voices were worn out. But the 
duties of a teacher in'an institution for the blind, are by no 


means confined to the school-room. Many things which seeing . 


children learn һу. observation must be communicated to the 
blind by the living teacher. Instruction must be given in the 
dormitory, in dressing and undressing, in the dining-room, in 
the use of the knife and fork and table etiquette, in the play- 
ground; in short, at all hours of the day the teacher is liable to 
be called upon. Letters from home friends must be read to the 


pupils, and answers written for those who have not yet learned 


to write for themselves. Words must be hunted out in the dic- 
tionary and encyclopedia. Assistance must be given in learning 
lessons, and a hundred matters in évery-day life must be ex- 
plained which seeing children learn by observation. "Then the 
blind should be taught to do many kinds of simple work about 
the house and grounds, which require ime as well as patience 
on the part of the officers of the Institute. A school for the 
blind, to be efficient, and to accomplish the greatest good, should 
have, at least, a teacher for every ten pupils. " 


e. 


Third—The great importance of music in the education of the 
blind as affording them a means of earning a living as teachers, 
church organists, or piano tuners, makes the employment of 
skillful music teachers and the purchase of expensive instru- 
ments necessary. ` 


Fourth—Books in raised print and all kinds of school appa- 
ratus adapted to the touch are much more expensive than the 


4 . LJ 
same articles for seeing schools. Books, such as arithmeties, 


geographies and histories of the United States, cost from three 
to five dollars each; so to supply a class, of ten pupils, each 
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with a book in a a single ‘branch, costs the Institution from thirty 
to fifty dollars. The cyphering board and type, our substitute for 
‘slate and pencil, also costs from ithree to five dollars. An out- 
line map of the United States in relief costs ten times as much 
as the same map forthe seeing. That these views are not peculiar 
to myself, but are'shared by promient educators of the blind 
throughout the country, will be seen from the following extracts 
from the reports of other institutions. 

Dr. Rainey, of the Texas Institution ‘for the Blind, in his 
report for the -year 1877, says: | “ То realize the expenses of a: 
school for the blind, let us compare a few things with the seeing 
schools of all kinds. The price of books, ete., is as follows: 


FOR THE SEEING. FOR THE BLIND. 


Reading Ргішек..........2.2..% 55 | Reader. sese $ 190 
Speller, Сотрі1еёе....................: > 80 iSpeller, Condensed....-........... 1 75 
Arithmetic, Davies'......... ... haeres 125 | Arithmetio................ eese 2... 1 75 
Geography and Марв........... ... 175 |Geography, with Марв........... 107 25 
United States History, School. 1 50 | United States History, Con'd 8 00 
Natural Philosophy... .... esee 150 jNatüral Philosophy... 6 00 
English Grammar.............. 195 English Grammar.................. 9 00 
Slate..... ууулу не көөнө 50 Slate.and Type ...................... 5 50 
Writing Pens and Paper... 25 | Writing Tablet, Paper, Ete... , 2 50 


Mr. William B. Wait, the able Superintendent of the New 
York Institution for the Blind, in the Forty-Second Annual 
Report of that Institution, says: “An institution for the blind 
is necessarily mdre complex in its organization than any other 
establishment, whether educational or otherwise. Басһ of its 
three departments, of instruction—Literary, Musical and Indus- 
trial—isa school in and of itself. Pupils, teachers and employes, 
being resident, constitute a large family, the wants of which 
are numerous, varied and incessant. The purchase of groceries, 
provisions, dry ‘goods and materials of various kinds at fair 
prices; the proper distribution and use of the same; the keep- 
ing of systematic and thorough books of accounts ; the making 
and repairing of clothing; the maintenance of discipline; the 
care of the sick; the securing of prompt and faithful dis- | 
charge of duty, are all the subjects of daily consideration. 
Owing to the number and variety of branches in which the 
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blind must be instructed, and for other causes, the amount of 
space which is required in the building, is probably twice as 
great as is required in the building for the care and education 
of a like number of sighted children of any other class. For 
the same reason, and also owing to their inability to help them- 
selves, the working force required for the school, household and 
general administration, is much gréater than is necessary in 
similar institutions for other defective classes. Тһе gathering 
up of facts in the search after knowledge іп darkness and by the 
sense of touch, is not only slow, but is, in many respects, pecu- 
Пагіу destruetive to the objects of study and the means by 
which instruction is given, and it should be borne in mind that 
every new object with which the blind child comes in contact, is 
. an object of inquiry and examination, in the process of which 
it is quite likely that the object will be anatomized. . The sense 
of sight, by which we are enabled to avoid accidents and those 
acts which deface and damage that which is designed for our 
. pleasure and use, being absent, many mishaps occur, and the 
liability to waste and severe usage and injury of property is un- 
usually great. In the case of the feeble-minded and of the deaf 
and dumb, much of their time can be utilized in doing the work 
which is earried on for the purpose of their support and educa- 
tion, and for the maintenance of the-establishment. Thus, in 
varied domestic duties, in the kitchen, laundry and dining-room 
and elsewhere; in the work-shops, in the garden and in the 
field, and as substitutes for persons who would otherwise be em- 
ployed, they can make a return in the products of their industry 
for the benefits received. This relation is very much like that 
of the apprentice, who finds in the work which the master fur- 
nishes the education and training which he needs, and who 
pays for the same with the work which he does. But all this is 
quite impossible in a school for the blind. For such reasons it 
is obvious that the maintenance, support and education of the 
blind involves an outlay of labor and expense exceeding that re- 
quired for any other class of defective persons, and is without 
any of the compensating features indicated above. Taking all 
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things into account, the work to-be done for and upon the blind 
in a school for their educationy ii far greater in variety and 
amount than that Шы in the care and education of any 


other class of persons." j 


The following i is fror om the Twenty-Eighth Annual Report of 
the Wisconsin Institution for the Blind: “Tt'is impossible that 
a work requiring .SO great a variety of processes, done for so 
dependent a class of persons, should not involve a large expen- 
diture of labor and money, even, when 'the utmost economy is 
exereised. But we should endeayor not to lose sight of the 
radical distinetion*between a true economy and a parsimony 
which will defeat the object for which we labor. More teachers 
are required than for the same number of pupils in an ordi- 
nary school. We aim to give our scholars a substantial English 
education, believing this a fundamental requisite for accomplish- 
ing the purpose for which the institution was established. The 
great Variety in age, attainments and ability gives us, with our 
comparatively small number of scholars, about all the grades 
found in our common schools, from the lowest primary to the 


| 
' upper high school classes. Instruction in nearly all these classes 


must be given orally ;—hence, the time devoted to each class 
must be sufficient, not “ey for recitation, but also for learning a 
new lesson. This must be the case until text-books can be fur- 
nished cheaply enough to warrant the expense of supplying each 
pupil with a book, as is the case in schools for seeing children. 
Until this can be done, learning tlie lesson from the lips of a 
skilled teacher must be preferred to any other method. Тһе 
necessity of guiding each hand over maps and other apparatus, 
renders it impossible to teach large classes, except in a few 
branches." | | 

Dr. Samuel G. Howe; of Massachusetts, better known to 
the publie than any other educator of-the blind, in the report 
written but a short time before his death, after more than forty 
years of experience in this work, says: “Іп order to do justice 


to all, our classes are necessarily small and the number of teach- 
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ers large. This, of course, increases the (cost of instruction; 
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but cheapness is no more applicable in equipping an educational 
establishment than in officering and fitting up an army. Indeed, 
of all kinds of poor economy, that which will admit the packing 
of a large number of pupils of different agesand mental capacity 
into one large division, for the sake of saving the salary of an 
additional teacher, is the poorest." 

In view of the foregoing statements, it is not surprising that 
we have failed to make both ends meet with an appropriation of 
only $170 per pupil per annum, with which to pay for provis- 
ions, fuel, wages of domestic and other labor, repairs, household, 
kitchen and dining-room furniture, bedding, medicines and med- 
ical attendance, books, school apparatus, musical instruments, 
postage, stationery and all other expenses of the “Institution, 
except salaries One hundred and seventy dollar$" per annum is 
less than is charged for board alone in many boarding schools for 
the seeing, where an additional charge is made for fuel and lights, 
washing and mending, medicine and medical attendance, books, 
use of musical instruments and other extras, ашоши to near ly 
or quite as much as the board. T di 


ere 


“DOES IT PAY TO EDUCATE THE BLIND? 


I have sometimes been asked, by well-meaning but ignorant 
people who have never visited our school, * What good does it 
do to educate the blind?" І usually answer this question by 
asking another: “ What good does it do to educate the seeing 2? 
Any answer to the latter question, based upon dollars and cents 
alone, would be regarded by intelligent people as extremely 
narrow-minded and mercenary. Why should it be less so when 
applied to the blind? Some of the best educated men and 
women that have ever lived, whose influence will be felt when 
ihe millionaires of their day will have been forgotten, have pos- 
sessed little of this world’s goods. Some of them have had little 
tact either in making or in keeping nloney. Were they educated 
in vain? Бо the humblest blind girl, who, after a few years of 
„patient training, returns home to assist with the household labor 
and impart to her brothers and sisters knowledge she has obtained 


= 
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аъ school, may exert an influence for good in her family and 


| neighborhood. which gold eould not buy. But we propose to 


show that it pays pecuniarily to insty uct the blind, and asa matter 
of economy, if for no other те the State should provide for 
and see that all her blind who are of suitable age, character and 
capacity are gathered into the Institute for instruction. From 
reliable information received, it is - elieved that more than fifty 
per cent. of the seventy pupils who have been discharged from 
this Institution, who are now living! are earning their own sup- 
port. All who finished their course in the Institution are making 
a living, while some are aceumulating wealth: I will cite a few . 
examples; should any one wish to verify the statements made, or 
to obtain further information in regard to any of the parties 
mentioned, I am m ready to furnish their аш names and post office 
address : 


А. was a promising young man of fair education and excellent 
prospects when he lost his sight. Both he and his friends then 
thought that all his hopes of usefulness were at ап end. АП that 
loving parents and kind friends could think of was done to relieve 
the tedium of the long, dark days, and render life tolerable. At 
length some one suggested that he should cometo the Institution. 
He adopted their suggestion, not that he supposed he would 
derive any special benefit from it, but ава break in the monotony 
of life; or, to use his own expression, he had- to be somewhere, 
and he thought that he might as well be in the Institution as any- 
where else. He had not been here three months before all his 
life-plans were changed. Не determined to complete his collegi- 
ate course and enter.a profession. He is now a successful attor- 
ney at law. This young man received but a very small part, 
scarcely any, of his education in -this Institution ; but he here 
awoke to the consciousness that he could do something, notwith- 
standing his blindness, and that his life need not be a blank. 


B. received his entire education in this Institution. He is 
teaching school and. managing a small farm, purchased with his 


i 
own earnings. He i is married. 


C., blind from infa has supported himself for ten years, | 


” 
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chiefly by keeping store, which he commenced with a capital of 
ten dollars. He is now worth several thousand dollars in real 
and personal estate. | 


D. and E. are farmers. Both have married since they left 
the Institution. 


. F. left school fifteen years ago, since which he has earned a 
living by handieraft and keeping a book store. He is an active 
Christian, and highly respected in the community where he 
lives. 


| 
G. was а pauper upwards of forty years old when he came to ^ 


the Institution to learn a trade. He is now supporting himself 
by his work. | 

Н. was also а pauper, but has supported himself since leav- 
ing school, and has recently taken a wife. 


1. managed a grist-mill by himself for a number of years 
after leaving the Institution, and gave satisfaction to his custoin- 
ers. ^ Becoming tired of this laborious employment, he purchased 
а photograph establishment, which, as he is totally blind, of course - 
he runs by the assistance of seeing persons. 


J. lives with her married sister, who, to use the words of a 
neighbor, could hardly keep house without her. 

K., a young lady, is teaching school in the country, and, 
though totally blind, has no assistant. | : ў 

L. isa colored man. Не was twenty-six years old when he 
entered the Institution to learn a trade. Since he left, three 
years ago, he reports that he has earned, on an average, five 
dollars per week making mattresses; could have earned much 
more if he had had constant work. 

^M. has kept house for fifteen years, doing her own work, 
having the sole care of her bed-ridden mother, and occupying 
her spare time in' making fancy work for sale. 

N. is a teacher of handicraft in a neighboring Institution for 
the Blind. | | 

О. and P., young ladies, are teaching in this Institute. 

This list might be considerably extended, but I have pur- 


. posely left out a number, who, owing to favorable circumstances, 
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might probably have earned their’ living without the aid of the 
Institution ; and others, who, though probably doing well,-have 
not been veneni heard from. | 


The following extracts from vacation reports of pupils bear 
upon the same subject. It is my practice, at the-close of each 
session, to advise the pupils, especially the older ones, to make 
themselves as useful as possible during vacation; to earn money 
if they have opportunity, but if not, to do all they can to help. 
about home, and report to me the result upon their return to 
school. The following are some of their reports for the vacation 
of 1877: ZEN | 

Fannie Johnson, of Green County—W ent home with another 
pupil, knit four pair of stockings and socks, did housework and 
churning, carded wool and helped dry six bushels of fruit. ` 


Jennie Ezelle, | Pulaski County—Did housework and sewed,. 
making most of her own clothing. ， 


Lucinda Bennett, Garland County—K nit four pair of stock- 
ings and socks, helped quilt four quilts, three of which she had 
previously pieced herself, апа helped with housework and wash-- 
ing; also. learned.to sew on the sewing machine. 


Francena Riffe, Ouachita County 一 Seated six chairs, helped 
to do housework and sewing, made four pieces of bead work and: 
helped to dry six bushels of fruit. 

Deliiah Clapp, Crittenden County—-Went home with another 
pupil; helped to quilt four quilts and assisted with housework, 
washing and ironing. | 

Missouri Thornton, Hempstead County— Made ten pieces of 
bead work, knit sixteen pairs of stockings and socks, dried three 
bushels of fruit, helped with housework and sewing, and pieced 
three quilts. | 
Johnny Davis, Sevier County, aged 13—Seated one dozen 
. chairs, for which he received $7.50. 

Franklin Tyler, Clark County, aged 14—Earned about $8.00: 
seating chairs and doing odd jobs. 


Benjamin Bettis (colored), Jackson County— Been in school 
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one session; seated forty-three chairs, for which: he received 
$21.50. - m 

Lafayette Mason, Yell County—Earned $16.00. 

Taylor Dansbury, Arkansas County—Been in school two 
sessions; cleared $81.40 making mattresses and brooms, and seat- 
ing chairs. 

Several others manifested equal energy, but owing to unfavor- 
able circumstances, made less money. 


2 REPAIRS AND IMPROVEMENTS. 


Owing to our very limited means, few improvements, either 
in the buildings or upon the grounds, have been made, and we 
have been obliged to postpone many much-needed repairs. Of 
the latter, the following are the most prominent, viz: ` 


First—Draining the cellar under the brick house, which, for 


several weeks, and sometimes for several months during each year, | 


is filled with water, endangering the foundation of that part of the 
building, and jeopardizing the health of the family, besides ren- 
dering the apartment useless for storage or other purposes. This 
cellar was constructed with the intention of placing in it a furnace 
to warm the whole building, which is now done by eight stoves, 
which are a constant source of anxiety to the officers of the In- 
stitute, besides occupying valuable space in rooms overcrowded 
with inmates and furniture. The saving in fuel and labor, by 
substituting a furnace, would also probably be considerable. 

Second—The brick house is much in need of paint and calci- 
mine.’ 

Third—The frame buildings are in sad need of repairs; the 
blocks which supported them have decayed, and in places the 
sills аге оп the ground. The roofs leak, and when it rains bed- 
ding and furnituré are injured. | | 

Fourth—A covered walk from the brick house to the dining- 
room is needed to protect from the scorching sun in summer, and 
from the rain at other seasons. Our physician gave it as his 
opinion, several years ago, that much of the sickness among the 
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girls was caused by exposure in passing between the house and 
dining-room, yet we have never been furnished with the means 
to remedy the evil; > | - 


Fifih—The boys’ work-shop, in which are constantly stored . 
quantities of- combustible material, as broom-corn, excelsior, 
shucks, etc., stands less than twenty-one feet from the other 
frame buildings, and should a fire break out in it, it would be 
next to impossible to save the rest. It should be removed to the. 


lower part of the lot, or a new and more commodious one erected 
there. І | ' 


Sixth—The fences around the garden and yard are so much 
decayed as to be little protection against either stock or thieves. 
‘The amount already lost from the garden and poultry-yard would 
go a good way toward rebuilding the fénce; but we have lacked 
the means either to repair the losses or the fence. We have 
patched up the latter the best we could, but it will be hardly 
worth while to put,in another crop without a new fence. 


In former Reports I have called, attention to the want of a 
large cistern to afford water for household purposes when the well 
is dry, and to extinguish fire, should one occur; and also to the 
fact that the buildings 'аѓе not insured. Four times, in the last 
two years, the alarm of fire has been sounded in the house, ала. 
but for the strenuous exertions of the steward and others, the 
whole establishment would have been laid. in ashes. Is it 
wise longer to neglect ordinary precautions, dictated alike by 
соттор sense and experience? Thisis а question for the Legis- | 


lature to answer. Our hands are tied for want of means. 


Though the foregoing wants have become urgent, І should 
feel some hesitation in pressing them in the present financial con- 
dition of the State, were-there not a way of meeting them with- 
out drawing upon the State revenues. Section 9 of an act-ap- 
proved July 22, 1868, provided that the house and grounds at 
Arkadelphia, then occupied by the Institute, should be sold and 
the proceeds used in improvements at Little Rock. Said property 
was sold by the Commissioner of State Lands May 1; 1877, for 
$1050. Тһе first payment, together with notes for the deferred 
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| payments, instead of.being delivered to the Trustees of the Blind 
Institute, were erroneously paia into the State Treasury. The 
following correspondence will show the present status of ‘this 
business : р | 
* LITTLE Rock, ARK., December 27, 1877. 
“ Hon. W. Е. Henderson, Attorney-General: 

* DEAR Srg—The Trustees of the Arkansas Institute for-the 
Blind would respectfully call your attention to the following acts 
of the General Assembly of the State of Arkansas, viz: To-Sec. 
9, of “An Act to Provide for the Removal of the Institute for the . 
Blind from Arkadelphia to Little Rock,’ approved July 22, 1868; 
Second, ‘An Act to Donate the Property in the City of Arkadel- 
phia, formerly known as the Institute for the Blind, to said City,’ 
etc., approved April 9, 1869; Third, ‘An Act to"Authorize and 
Direct the Commissioner of State Lands to Sell the Property 
known as the Arkansas Institute for the Blind, situated in the 
City of Arkadelphia, Clark County, Arkansas,’ approved March 
8, 1877. Also to the fact that the property referred to in said | 
acts was, last May, sold in conformity to the last-named act for 
the sum of one thousand and fifty dollars ($1050), viz: Three 
hundred and fifty dollars ($350) іп hand paid, and two notes of 
three hundred fifty dollars ($350) each, payable in one and two 
years from date. Тһе undersigned would respectfully ask your 
opinion in regard to the following points, viz: As the above- 
named acts are the only legislation that has been had upon.the 4 
subject, and as the act of 1869 is void (the city of Arkadelphia 
not having fulfilled the conditions therein specified), and the act 

. of 1877 contains no repealing clause, is not section 9 of the act 
of 1868 still in force? and are not the Trustees of the Arkansas 
Institute for the Blind authorized to draw and use the proceeds. 
of said sale, as specified in said section? 
, “Yours respectfully, 
[Signed,] |». “LIBERTY BARTLETT, 
* R. L. DODGE, 
* ANDREW HUNTER, 
* Trustees." 


—— — 2, 
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In reply the Attorney-General piss | 


“ Тлттг® Rock, December 29, 187 T. 

ii GENTLEMEN—Your favor of the 27th has; been duly con- : 
sidered, and I beg leave to submit the following as my conclu- 
sions: The act of April 9, 1869, having become inoperative by 
reason of the failure on the part of Arkadelphia to perform the 
imposed conditions, leaves the act of July 22, 1868, intact. The 
act of March 8, 1877, simply provides for a sale of the property. 
As to the appropriation of its proceeds, we must look to the act 
of 1869. My opinion is, that under the ninth section the pur- 
chase money goes to the Trustees of the Arkansas Institute for 
the Blind, but can only lawfully be used by them in two ways: 
First, in the improvement of your grounds hére at Little Rock ; 
Second, in the payment for materials or labor in constructing 
some improvement, building, or addition to your building now 
in use. (Nery respectfully, 
| «үү. Е. HENDERSON, 

(€ Attorney-General.’ 


- 


Upon the receipt of the foregoing communication, I made 
out in due form, and presented to the Auditor for his warrant, 
an account for the first payment of the purchase money of the 
Arkadelphia property—three hundred and fifty dollars—which 


the Auditor returned with the following indorsement: 


«Januar у 22, 1878. —Respectfully returned. Can not give a 
warrant on the State Treasurer under the Constitution of 1874 
See page 15, requiring a specific appropriation. You will have 
to wait the action i the Legislature. ' 

е | «JOHN CRAWFORD, 
: “ Auditor." 


In view of the foregoing, I would respectfully recommend 
that you ask of the Legislature an appropriation of $1050, the 
amount for which the property at 2. sold, the same to 
be used in repairs and improvements upon our buildings: and А 


grounds. | 
3 | | 
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NAME OF THE INSTITUTE. 


The present title, “Тһе Arkansas Institution for the Edu- 
cation of the Blind," is so long, and the tendency to shorten 
names in common use is so universal, that we often hear our 
school ealled the * Blind Asylum." То the unreflecting, this 
may seém a small matter, but its evil results are so many and so 
grave that I feel constrained to protest against the misnomer. 

Fürst—lt tends to keep alive and to foster the false and 
pernieious notion that the blind can do little or nothing for 
themselves ; that they must always be dependent upon others, 
and, therefore, need an asylum where they may be cared for id 
made comfortable. 

Second—Parents in good circumstances 284 of refined tastes 
dislike to send their children to an asylum—the idea is re- 
pulsive—and thus their children are deprived of an education 
which, to ће blind, is more important, if possible, than to. the 
seeing. | 

Third—It gives to legislators and others the impression that 
all that is needed is to feed and clothe.the blind and make them 
comfortable, and that this is only necessary for the more needy. 
Thus the Institution is dwarfed by small appropriations and pre- 
vented from doing all that it should accomplish. ` 

Fourth—It leads to endless mistakes, some of them of a 
serious nature. Owing to the popular error that our school is 
an asylum, frequent applications are made for the admission of 
decrepit old men and women, and others, who, could they see, 
would be the last persons to apply for admission into any school. 
. Were these applications always made in writing, involving only 
the waste of paper, ink and postage, it would matter little, but 
so widely spread is the asylum notion that personal applications 
are often made, the details of which would touch the heart of the 
most obdurate. 

Іп one instance, а distant county appropriated one hundred 
dollars to fit out and send to the Institute a toothless grand- 


` mother of unknown age. Fortunately, there was money enough 


left to take her home again. 


[35] 
А blind mother, led by two little children, walked from a 
remote part of the State to Little Rock, in the vain hope of 
finding a blind asylum—a refuge from poverty and suffering. 

Not many weeks since a poor blind woman was set down at 
the Institute gate. She had come more than a hundred miles 
and spent her scanty supply of money, hoping to enter the 
Blind Asylum and have her sight restored. Нег distress, оп 
learning her mistake, can better be imagined than described. 

‚ Many similar instances might be given. < 

The twenty-nine Institutions for ihe Blind in the United 
States are purely educational, and in no sense asylums. Could 
the publie mind be disabused of the asylum notion, one of the 
| greatest obstacles in the way of their advancement would be re- 
moved. Asa means to this end, I would recommend that you 
apply to the Legislature for a echange of name, and that. the 
Institution hereafter be known by the shorter and more expres- 
sive title of the “Arkansas School for the Blind.” 


* FINANCIAL. 


Receipts апа Disbursements for the Year ending 
| September 30, 1877. 


RECEIPIS. 
Balance on hand October 1, 1876.................... ——— RN $ 188 55 
Received of State for Current Expenses— i 

Oct., 1876, Auditor's Warrant No. 1340, old көніл ая n 800 00 


March, 1877, Warrant No. 1056... ne T 963 30 

March, 1877, Warrant No. 1181... ————— o 5) 

April, 1877, Warrant No. 1350. lif ens dieit 495 85 

Мау, 1877, Warrant No. 1485... eene I, 495 85 7 

June, 1877, Warrant Хо.1642.............а.а ess 481 65 

July, 1877, Warrant No. 1784... Ee sees 495 00 

September, 1877, Warrant: No. 1880............................ 4905 00—$5,568 30 
From State on account of Clothing and Personal Expenses 

of Pupils, to be Refunded by the Counties — » 

December, 1876, Warrant No. 1529, old е M RCM бы; 595 17 

July, 1877, Warrant No. 1695.. aaah wee 945 54 

July, 1877, Warrant No. 1736 .. ————— "QN Erde 
From other sources for elothing .. зм е Са а ОЛСО 85 80 
Sales from worE-Shops. seere ааа ter e axes) oh cece PELA Eus 612 79 


From all other sources... 40 65 
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ТОСА тесе р оро оны ы нна сақы $7,018 80 


! 
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DISBURSEMENTS. 
Гог provisions and стосезіея.................................... ыла ан te nnn an 


For furniture and household Бан Ы с 


For wages and labor.. vee 
For washing and i ironing, out of the bonsa 


For fuel and-lights... ÉL 
For postage and Stationery. Е ОТЕ 
For repairing vehicles, ИТИ 


For clothing, traveling and De expenses of ubi: UESTRAE 


For expense of work-shops... 

For books, school 2. music ane: Т ата Шеп; 
For drugs and medicines... 

For horse... К 

For E Condor of EE bition i in n Little "Rock... 

For discount and interest..... 


Total disbursements........eeeeees ананна көленке 
. Balance on hand September 50, 1877... sese 


..$2,997 98 
ecu. 495 98 
Ҙы.. 551 70 


For repairs and ікртоуететіб..................................4.2%% «5% еее эы ы. 
dede “Zoo: 70 


167 23 


wae 4199 
70 25 

510 36 

753 89 

371 95 

51°25 

ees 110 00 
ees 24 40 
253 98 
КЕТЕ 86,185 10: 
Mone 833 70 


87,018 80 


Receipts апа Disbursements for the Year Ending 


September 30, 1878, 


RECEIPTS. 


ж” 


Balance оп hand October 1, 1877................. ызалы аз Ta denne 


Receipts from State for current expenses— 
October 8, 1877, Warrant Ко, 2014........ seen $ 
November 2, 1877, Warrants from 2181 to 2188, inclusive.. 
December 3, 1877, Warrant No. 2274.. ТОРБУ 
‘December 3, 187 7, Mu No: 2275 etse n ddp qi Te DES aeons 


January 81, 1878, Warrant No. 62 TTE ; 
February 28, 1878, Warrant No. 175............... eene 
April 1, 1878, Warrant No, 294............. ТТІ 
April 1, 1878, Warrant No. 205....................2......2.2... 
April 50, 1878, Warrant Хо, 474............... 2.2.1... entente 
May 31, 18/8, Warrant No. 547... eese nenne 
July 1, 1878, Warrant No. 68L ios ihe ааа ване 
July 81, 1878, Warrant No. 882......... cene eene 
August 31, 1878, Warrant No. 930......... eene enn 
‘Received from State tor clothing and personal expenses of 
pupils— . 
January 81, 1878, Warrant No. 84........... ... — енгі | 
July 11, 1878, Warrant Ко.%50........... ee 
From other sources for сіобһіпе.................... ene 
Sales from WoOrk-ShODs.....cccescccccosscssccesec eene nnne nenne еке nennt 
From/ail other вопгсев............ .........»...5..%%% ееекезеее өзек ta товене 


Р 
Тон ыма ала E s tsas OIN EA RE NR 
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И 833 70 


425 00 


425 00 
25 35 
425 00 
459 15 


- 458 65 


150 00 
303 85 
467 50 
467 50 
467 50 
467 50 
481 65—$5,426 15 


161 95 
420 98— 582 88 
79 48 
787 59 
11 00 


d 


$7,720 80 


` 


, а Ф 
(971 
DISBURSEMENTS, В A 

For provisions and groceries...... ........ ТКИ ыны ыы ысы $2,918 88 
. For furniture and household ехрепвез............................... Vibia алынды 516 88 

For wages and labor on the premises.................. ETE RUE 571 55. 
For washing ang ir v ЛБ! ont of the һойве........ Leo per ыы айы . ) 208 69 
For fuel and lights... ааа ақысынан ыса алы Шы ы ТОЛА) 
For clothing, traveling a ana 1 funeral Bs pense. EE ККК ОО 1,017 17 
For expenses of work-shops........« ............. Қы а ыы бы 810 60 
For repairs and improvements............ Rip оч ден —— .. 165 87 
For repairiag D blacksmithing and stable expenses............... 18 90 
For books, school apparatus, musie' and. repairing instruments ......... 199 05 
For postage aud stationery ............................ €——M— ООО 95 64 
For medicines and medical attendance.............. ——Á—— . 408 59 
For garden and гойпав.........э.............. ER НОВЫ 57 90 
For discount, interest and ехеһапее........................ sere LER ARV RR ыны . 140 07 
І NEUSTEN 
Total dishursements............... s о. ОК $7;751 19 
"БӨРІ ебет р асыны ан қы таныта елен ғабд қағы 7,420 80 
Balanca due Superintendent september 30, 1878 ............. $ 8039 


i 


N. B.—See Vouchers filed m Auditors Office. 


In addition to the foregoing, the following sums have been 
received from the State as salaries, viz: 


By nine officers and teachers for five quarters, ending September 


BINE. ri dem S $4,650 00 
By six officers and teachers for three quarters ot the year ending 
September 30, 1878............ жез АЕ E E T 2,270 00 


\ 
Ц ї 
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There are seis accounts against the Institution. 


There will be a deficit in all the od нов for the Insti- 


tute at the end of December. | | 


{ 
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APPROPRIATIONS NEEDED. 


| am : 
J 


The law makes it my duty, previous to each meeting of the 
Legislature, to make an estimate of the probable sum necessary 
to defray the A 
of the General Assembly. This I have regarded as one of the 
duties which, I, as. Superintendent, am bound, by oath and by 
bond, faithfully to perform. I have endeavored- to discharge it 
conscientiously, basing my estimates upon actual experience, and 
not feeling at liberty to make any allowance for shrinkage in the 
Legislature. Sdmetimes І have declared existing appropriations 


“Ака Алақаны, 


enses of the Institution until the ensuing session 


7 . [38] 
ample, and no increase necessary or desirable.—6See my Sixth 
Report, page 49. 


Again, when an appropriation has been larger than necessary, 


I have recommended a reduction. For example, іп 1875 
two thousand dollars was appropriated for clothing and trav- 
eling expenses of pupils. We used only four hundred and sixty- 
seven dollars and thirteen cents of it. The balance was covered into 
the Treasury, according to law, and I advised a smaller allowance. 
Had the appropriation been ten thousand doilars, we would not 
have used any more, yet I am sorry to say that my estimates 
have sometimes. been treated as though they had been made 
with the expectation of being cut down. In every such éase the 
Institution has been the sufferer, and the result has justified my 
figures. Here let me say that the appropriations made two 
years ago were too small to enable the Institution to do its work 
in the most efficient or economical manner. In order to make 
both ends meet, we have not only been obliged to practice 
economy near akin to parsimony, but we were compelled to 
abridge the school session one-sixth of its entire length. 


Thé low prices of provisions and other commodities have 
beén in our favor, or we must have come out far behind. Favors 
from the merchants and other business men with whom we deal, 
in waiting for their money, have contributed much to relieve 
the Institution from its embarrassment. The following esti- 
mates are made with the expectation that low prices will be con- 
tinued, and with the hope that those from whom we have ob- 
tained supplies will continue to accommodate us as in the past. 
‚ These appropriations can not be cut down without detriment to 
the Institution, nor can-the number of pupils be limited without 
injustice to the blind. There are blind persons, who, if not 
admitted in the next two years, will be too old to be benefitted, 


by the Institution, and may become a life-long charge to their, 
friends or to the public.. Had we room for all the blind who ought - 


to be here, it would require more effort than we shall be able to 
make, aided by a compulsory law to bring them in. So there 


is no danger in leaving the number unlimited, as is the case with - 


” 


gem 
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the Deaf Mute I ite which has not been crowded, though it 
.is much easier to induce parents to send from home their deaf 
mute children than to part from those afflicted with blindness. . 

To gauge our appropriation for ‘salaries by that of the Deaf: 
Mute Institute, as has heretofore been done, 1 is evidently a mis- 
take, which works great injustice to our hard-working officers 
and teachers, as we have to pay nine, including the physician, 
while they have only six. — 

The following appropriations ue be needed for the next 


two years, VIZ: | 


T'or current expenses, per pupil, per annun.. датон а NUN 
For salaries, per MS сое шкы T ешик сыы» 5,000 00 
For clothing and personal expenses of pupils, to be refunded by the 
counties, so much! as may be necessary of one thousand dollars 
për AN сыры тықса REESE YA RA RENI ERRARE ————— TE 1,000 00 


Respectfully submitted, 
OTIS PATTEN, Super intendent, 


1 
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APPENDIX A. 


PHYSICIAN'S PERGE 


To the Board of Tr sheds of the mom Institute for the Blind : 


GenTLEMEN—It becomes my duty to submit to you my 
report for two years past as Physician to the Institute for the 
Blind: 

The prevailing diseases among the pupils have generally 
been of a mild character and easily controlled. There have been 
two deaths. Miss Jane Hicks died with hereditary consump- 
tion December 31, 1877; Miss Nancy J. Ezelle died of con- 
gestion of the lungs February 1, 1878. It is due Professor 
Patten and the officers of the Institute for me to state that they 
have been careful in maintaining as good a sanitary condition in 
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and about the premises as it was possible under the circumstances.” 
Every attention has been given looking to the health, comfort 
and welfare of the pupils. But a suitable room for proper 
gymnastic exercises is greatly needed for these poor unfortunates, 
who are generglly of a strumous diathesis, and to whom plenty 
of fresh air and exercise is ТЕМЕН both for health and 
|] happiness. This could be easily obtained by the erection of. a 
new work-shop. The present one could be used as a gymnasium 
during inclement weather. р 

The unwearied care and attention given by the Matron and 
her promptness in carrying out instructions has contributed 
largely tothe health and comfort of those under her charge. 

In this connection it is proper to refer to the valuable 
. and gratuitous professional services rendered by Dr. T. E. 
Murrell, of this city. Не has performed several skillful opera- 
tions on the eyes for pupils in the Institute. His kindness is 
gratefully remembered by all. "There has been no improvement 
1872, uv which he called your attention to the seeded condition 
of the pupils, and especially the necessity of better accommoda- 
tions for the sick. For the welfare of the sick the erection of 
a suitable building is an absolute necessity. - 

Other improvements are necessary for sleeping apartments 
fof the pupils, and I would respectfully suggest, if these can not 
be made now, that additional buildings be rented for that: 
purpose. | 

Respectfully, 
J. M. PIRTLE, M. D., Phi yerum 
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APPENDIX В. 


S4 


CIRCULAR. : | EM 


The Arkansas Institute for the Blind is not, as some appear to 
suppose, an asylum to relieve the counties of their pauper blind, 
regardless of age, character or capacity; nor is it a hospital for 
the treatment of disease, but a school where the young blind of 
the State are received for a term of years, carefully instructed 
and trained, with ‘the hope of making them useful and self- 
sustaining citizens. The annual session of the Institute com- 
mences on the first Wednesday in October, and continues nine 
' months. All ihe blind of the State, of suitable character and 
capacity, between the ages of six and twenty-six, are entitled to 
the privileges of the Institute, including taition, board, washing, 
. medical attention when sick, and the use of books, without 
charge. Blind persons over twenty-six may be admitted for a 
limited time to learn to work, or to receive other instruction, by a 
unanimous vote of the Board of Trustees and the consent of the 
Superintendent. Applications for the admission of pupils should 
be made to the Superintendent, Otis Patten, Little Rock, Arkansas, 
and should state the age and name of the person for whom the 
application is made, the postoffice address of the parents or 
guardian, the cause of blindness, if known, and whether it is 
total or partial. They-should also state who will supply the 
applicant with. clothing and take charge of him or her during 
vacation. 

The Institution is not intended for persons who are merely 
near-sighted, nor for those who wish to have their eyes treated, 
but for such as wish to receive instruction and have not suffi- 
cient sight to do so in schools for the seeing. 

Though pupils may be received at any time during the 
session, which closes on the last Wednesday in June, it would 
be much to their advantage to enter at the commencement, or as 
soon thereafter as possible. . | 
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All pupils should come with a supply of clothing for the 


session, consisting of the following articles, with such others as 
the friends may choose to provide: 


FOR A BOY. 


For everyday wear: 2 coats, 1 vest, 2 pair pantaloons. For 
Sunday: 1 coat, 1 vest, 1 pair pantaloons, 4 shirts, 3 pairs of 


. drawers; 4 pairs of socks (home- -knit preferred), 6 handker- 


chiefs, 3 pairs of shoes, 2 hats, one pair of suspenders, 1 neck- 
comfort and 1 pair of gloves. 


TOR А GIRL. 


Two flannel or home-made linsey sacks to wear about the 
house in winter; 4 dresses—3 calico and one woolen; 2 flannel 
or linsey skirts, 2 outside skirts;and 1 balmoral, З aprons, 4 


еже 


handkerchiefs, 1 sun-bonnet, three collars or ruffles, hat and ~ 


shawl to wear to church, 4 chemises, 3 pairs of drawers, 4 pairs _ 
of stockings, gloves and 3 pairs of shoes... Each ürticle should | 
be marked with the owner's name. | 

Those who have no friends able to clothe them or to pay 
their traveling expenses, should be provided for in this respect 


“by their counties. - 


, Every pupil entering should bring a certificate from the 
County Judge that he or she is a resident of the county; also 
a certificate from some regular physician that he or she is free 
from all infectious or offensive disease,and if. arrived at an age 
when the character is formed, a certificate of good moral char- 
acter, signed by two or more responsible citizens. No person 
of confirmed immoral habits will knowingly be received into 
the school. 

' Until more room shall be provided only forty pupils can be 
accommodated. No blind person should, therefore, be sent to 
the Institute without its first having been ascertained whether he 
or she. can be received. Pupil» should spend the vacation at 
home with their friends, and return to school promptly at the 
commencement of the session. | 
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- The Institution is open to visitors- every day except the 
Sabbath. Тһе relations and friends of the pupils who live аба. 
distance from Little Rock are cordially invited to call whenever 
they come to the city, though we are not E to keep them 
or their teams over night. 

Letters to the inmates of the Institution, i ih order to be 
promptly received, should ne addressed to the care of the Super- 
intendent. 

The parents and friends of blind children сап do much for 
them at home, where their education should begin. If sound in 
mind and body they should learn many things, such' as to dress 
themselves, tie their shoes, cut their food and feed themselves 
nearly as early as those who can see, but they will require more 
showing, because they cannot see to imitate the movements of 
those around them. 

Попов encourage your blind child to sit idly in the chimney 
corner while the other children are at play. Let him join their 
active sports—run, climb trees, ride horse-back, ete., ete., ete. 
Never mind a bump or a fall now and then. These happen to 
all children, and only make them better able to bear the bumps 
and bruises of after life. ..Blind children should be early taught ` 
to spell simple words, to count, to add, to subtract, multiply 
and divide small numbers. The multiplication and other tables 
in arithmetic, the points of the compass, the name of the town, 
county and state in which they live; the number and names of 
States in the Union and their capitals; hymns and passages of 
scripture ; to sing familiar tunes, and many other things. I will 
send by mail, gratuitously , alphabets and easy spelling lessons 
in raised print to any who wish to teach their blind friends at 
home. ~Those blind children who are under good influences at 
home, and who have a mother or sister able to give them similar 
instruction to the foregoing, need not enter the institution till 
they are ten or twelve years old; otherwise, the sooner they 
come the better, after they are of legal age to enter the s 

: OTIS PATTEN 
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Е APPENDIX С. 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS. 


Our thanks are due and hereby tendered tothe following- 
named parties.for yaluable aid rendered the Institute, viz :-. 

To a number of merchants and other business men of Little | 
Rock for pecuniary indulgence, without which the Institute 
could not have been sustained. 

To Dr. T. E. Murrell for gratuitous services as oculist. 

Го Dr. E. Collins for gratuitous services as dentist. 

To Rev. George W. Hill and other ministers for preaching 
to the school on Sabbath afternoons. | 

То Messrs. J. Kellogg, J. M. Fish and others for procuring 
invitations for the pupils to attend concerts and other entertain- 
ments. ee А 

To the proprietors of the following newspapers and periodi- 
cals, for much valuable reading matter furnished to the school 
gratuitously, viz: Daily Arkansas Gazette, Daily Democrat, 
Spirit of Arkansas, Western Baptist, Evening Star, Little Rock, 
Arkansas; Western Methodist, Memphis, Tenn.; St. Louis 
Presbyterian, St. Louis, Mo.; Christian Observer, Woman at 2 
Work, Louisville, Ky.; Eclectic Teacher, Carlisle," Kentucky ; 
Goodson Gazette, Staunton, Va.; Deaf-Mute Tablet, Romney, 
W. Va.; Deat-Mute Mirror, Flint, Michigan; Deaf-Mute Com- 
panion, Faribault, Minn.; Deaf-Mute Ranger, Austin Texas; 
Philomathian Argus, Columbus, Ohio. 

To the several railroads of the State and packets on thd 
Arkansas river for favors in transporting pupils to and from’ 
their homes. | : 

lo W. W. Giles, of St. Louis, for a lightning валу-һотве,.. 
furnished to the Institute at a reduced price. 

‘To the proprietors of the Opera-house and Little Rock Gas 
Company for the use of the building and gas for an exhibition. 
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Friends of the blind шау: 40 our pupils a great service by 


presenting to the Institute books in ordinary print, models of 
machinery, animals and buildings, mineral specimens and other 
objects addressed to the touch. 
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CATALOGUE OF PUBILS.. 


MALES. 


Anderson, J oseph, 
Bettis, Benjamin, 

: Bennerman, William, 
Bennerman, Robert, 
-Cantley, John C., 
Crouch, Albert M., 
Davis, John H., 
Dugan, Thomas, 
“Dansbury, Taylor, 
Franklin, Anthony, 


“Hudspeth, Andrew J., 


` Kinney, Osborne A., 
Locke, Francis М.,. 


“Manning, William F., 


Mason, Leander, 
Mason, Lafayette, 
Price, W. D., 
Prowse, L. M., 
Tyler, John F., 


"Virginia, Wise, 2. 


White, Lewis, 
Wells, John E., 


FEMALES. } 


Austin, Cynthia А., 
Arnold, Martha, 

` Bell, Lulu, 

Bennett, Lucinda E., 
Burnett, Louisa, 
Byrd, Sarah, 

*Bright, Sophronia, 
Clapp, Delilah E., 


RESIDENCE. 


Pope County, 
Jackson County, 
Little Rock, 
Little Rock, 
Nevada County, 
Pope County, 
Sevier County, 
Arkansas County, 
Arkansas County, 
Yell County, 

Yell County, 
Prairie Couhty, 
Little Rock, 
Crawford County. 
Yell County, 

Yell County, 

Yell County, 
Boone County, 
Arkadelphia 
Phillips County, 
Little Rock, 


Clark County, * 


RESIDENCE. 


Lincoln County, 
Hot Springs, 
Pulaski County, 
Saline County, 
Johnson County, 
White County, 
Grant County, | 
Crittenden County, 


CAUSE OF BLINDNESS, 


Accident. 

Purulent ophthalmia. 
Congenital, 
Congenital, 
Whooping-cough. 
Neuralgia. 

Congenital. 
Congenital. 

Measles. 

Pistol shot. 

Sore eyes. 

Accident, 

Athropy optic nerve. 
Accident. , 
Congenital. 
Congenital. 

Chronic gran. ophtbalmia, 
Sore eyes. 

Athrophy optie nerve, 


Congenital. 
Congenital. 


CAUSE OF BLINDNESS, 


Congenital. 


Purulent ophthalmia. 
Accident. 

Chronic gran. oplithalmia. 
Chronie gran. ophthalmia. 
Sore eyes. 

Chronie gran. ophthalmia. 
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CATALOGUE OF PUPILS.--Continued. 


Ж 


FEMALES. RESIDENCE. CAUSE OF BLINDNESS, 
“Сурегі, Mary, . Pulaski County, Neuralgia. 
Church, Katie, Lonoke County, Purulent ophthalmia. ' 
Cobb, Mary А., Saline County, Sore eyes. 
"Elliott, Lavisa O., Lonoke County, Scarlet fever. 
“Ellis, Nancy, Desha County, Purulent ophthalmia. 
ТЕ?еПе, Jennie, Pulaski County, Scarlet fever. 
THicks, Jane, Fort Smith, Sore eyes. 
Johnson, Fannie, Green County, . Purulentophthalmia. 
^? Miller, Lorenia, Yell County, Chronie ulceration. - 
*Manley, Josephine, Pulaski County, Unknown. 
*Moody, Molly, ; Sore eyes. | 
Perciful, Burline, Lonoke County, Purulent ophthalmia. 
Rowland, Edna M., Yell County, "  Small-pox. 
*Riffe, Francena, Ouachita County, Chronic gran. ophthalmia- 
Thornton, Missouri, Hempstead County, Neuralgia. 
Taylor, Talitha С., Garland County, Sore eves. 

* Discharged. 

f Deceased. 
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Historic Sketch of the Arkansas Institution for the Ed- 
ucation of the Blind for the First Twenty Years of 
Its Existence. 


ltis now twenty years since the first steps were taken to es- 
tablish the Arkansas Institution for the Blind. ‘In the fall of 
1858," says. the first repdrt of the Trustees, “a number of citi- 
izens of Arkadelphia and Clark County, having their attention 
called to the subject, became interested in the enterprise of sup- 
plying a great want in this State—an Institution for the educa- 
tion and training of the Blind. Ав the best plan which sug- 
gested itself to their minds, they formed ап association for that 
purpose and sent to institutions in neighboring States for such 
information and material as might be necessary to put such an 
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institution into operation ; and their agent, during the succeeding 
months, returned provided. with a few books and such tools and 
machinery as were necessary to make brooms, brushes and mat- 
tresses, and also some material for bead work. 


“ The association forthwith opened the institution for pupils, 
and received seven who were severally rendered such instruction 
as is usually given to “the blind; which was continued 
unül the summer of 1859, when a vacancy occurring | in the 
office of ‘Superintendent, the active instructions before given 
were suspended until the -board secured the services of the 
present Superintendent—Mr. Otis Patten—in October 1859, 
when the course of instruction was resumed.” 


The institution was chartered by an act of the Legislature, 
approved February 4, 1859, and placed under the control of a 
Board of Trustees composed of the following gentlemen, viz: 
Harris Flanagin, Isaac W> Smith, W. A. Trigg, J. L. Wither- 
spoon, Т.. Е, Garrett, Н. В. Steward, J. B. McDaniel, Т.А. 
. Heard and S. Stevenson. Aid from the State was asked and 
refused, and until 1861 the institution was dependent upon 
private contributions, the Trustees becoming personally respon- 
sible forits support. = 


At the close of the year 1860 ten pupils йе males and five 
females—were reported in attendance. This number, with the 
Superintendent’s family, filled to overflowing the rented house. . 
then occupied, which contained only four rooms. At that time 
the Superintendent was sole teacher in the literary, music and 
mechanical departments, besides performing the duties of 
steward and agent for collecting funds. His wite, without 
salary, acting as matron, house-keeper, seamstress, nurse and 
teacher of female handicraft, aided by one servant. 


During the summer vacation of 1860, the Superintendent, 
with two of his pupils, visited ten counties in the interest of the 
Institute, giving exhibitions in various towns. The people 
everywhere manifested a deep interest in the enterprise, and 
nearly all the counties visited sent ар" numerously-signed peti- 
tions to the Legislature.to place the institution on a permanent. 
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footing by extending over it the fostering care of the State. 
The first State aid was afforded by ап” act approved January 
19, 1861, which appropriated out of the seminary and Saline 
fund $200 per pupil, per annum, for current expenses, and $900 
per annum for salary of-the Superintendent. The number of 
pupils thts provided for. was limited to twenty. Тһе same act 
required that an estimate should be made of the expense of sup- 
porting the Institute at Arkadelphia. and other points, with a 
view to the future location of the school. The Trustees, in 
their Second Biennial Report, adopted October 13, 1862, repre- | 
sentéd the Institute as in а very flourishing condition, notwith- | 
standing the existing war and many adverse circumstances which 
had been met and overcome. The number of pupils during 
the two preceding years was sixteen. Then came a season of 
severe trial which is thus portrayed in a subsequent report: 
“ Early in the year 1863, it became evident that, owing to the 
high price of provisions апа all articles of household consump- 
tion, the appropriation from the State—which, before the war, 
when paid in gold, was barely sufficient to sustain the institu- ` 
tion—would now, that it was received in a depreciated paper 
currency, prove entirely inadequate to that object, and it would 
have been necessary to suspend the school several months sooner 
had we not had a monopoly of the broom trade. 


After much exertion, a supply of broom-corn was procured 
from distant parts of the State, the most of it having to be trans- 
ported two hundred miles by water and in wagons. Having pro- 
cured broom-corn, a new difficulty soon presented itself. There 
was neither broom-wire nor twine inthe country. Several of our 
female pupils had learned to spin, and we might have manufac- 
tured twine out of cotton, but we had only one pair of cards, 
for which we paid forty-two dollars and fifty cents; and these 
were in constant use, either by pupils or servants, manufacturing 
clothing for the household. - Fortunately, we had a quantity of 
fine wire, procured for fancy bead work, which, by doubling 
and twisting, and redoubling several times, we made sufficiently 
strong to tie brooms, of which we made and sold at prices vary- 
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iug from one to two dollars a piece, more than one thousand 
from October, 1862, to September, 1863. Іп this manner, and 


| 


by the use of hitherto unheard-of expedients for supplying the 


deficiencies resulting from the wear and tear of bedding and table 
furniture, we managed to get along quite comfortably without 
increasing the old debt of the Institute, contracted before we 
recelved State aid, until September, 1863, when Priee's:army | 
fell back to Arkadelphia. Our supply of groceries was nearly 
exhausted and could not be- replenished. - Flour had risen to 
twenty dollars per hundred weight; salt to ten dollars per 
bushel and other articles in proportion. Bacon was not to be 
had at any price. Our only dependence for meat for a family 
of twenty-five persons had, for months, been the shanks and 
livers bought of the negroes who butchered for the Confederate 
government works, located here, with: now and then a half 
months! ration of beef purchased of a workman. Even this 
meager supply now failed; all parts of the ‘beef, being needed 
for the soldiers. Our bedding, now much worn and reduced, a 
part of it having been taken to clothe indigent pupils, was en- 
tirely insufficient for cold weather.” Only $200 in Confederate 
money remained with which to lay in fuel and’ provisions for 
winter and pay all other expenses of the Institute until January, 
and no one could tell what might be the condition of the coun- 
try at that time. Under these circumstances, by | authority of 
the Board, the school was closed, and with some difficulty, owing. 
to the disturbed condition of the country, we succeeded in 
sending the pupils home, with the exception of three, whose 
friends lived beyond the military lines; for these boarding was 
procured with kind families, who promised to see that they were 
cared for till they could be sent home; and, having placed the 
records, vouchers and other valuable papers, including an inven- 
tory of all property belonging to the Institute—in value about 
опе: thousand dollars—in safe hands, and procured a careful 
family to move into the rented house we had occupied, to take 
care of the furniture and other effects of the institution, on 


the 7th of October, the Superintendent with his family left, in a 
4 О | 
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farm wagon, for Louisville, Kentucky, where they arrived safely 


on the 23d,- having, without arms or any weapon of defence, ' 
other than the shield of faith, performed a journey of near one- 


thousand miles, by land and water, through a country swarming 
with soldiers from both armies. 


We feel constrained to acknowledge the hand of our Heav-- 


. enly Father in the wonderful manner in which our institution 
was preserved and sustained through four years of trial. 
Тһе first. two years we were without State aid and entirely 


‘dependent upon private beneficence, and during the two succeeding - 


years we were surrounded by privation and want, yet we never 
suffered for the necessaries of life, and, sometimes, enjoyed its 
luxuries; and when this part of the country was to become the 
arena. for contending armies, one of which already environed our 
very premises, the same kind hand protected us, restraining the 
passions of men and permitting us to depart, unrestrained and 
in peace, to our various, and some of them, far distant desti- 
nations. 7 

Soon after the suspension of the Institute the Trustees sold 
the furniture and other effects, which, in the disturbed condition 
of the country, were exposed to.almost certain destruction, and 
with the proceeeds paid off the debts. The number of pupils at. 
the time of suspension was nineteen. ~ 


REOPENING. 


In December, 1866, an act was passed to provide for the re- 
opening of the Institute. This act appropriated eight thousand 
‘dollars to procure buildings, furniture, apparatus, ete., for the 
school; two hundred dollars per pupil per annum for current: 
expenses, and twelve hundred dollars per annum for the salary 
of Superintendent. Premises were purchased at Arkadelphia,. 
on a bluff overhanging the Ouachita River. The grounds con- 
sisted of about six acres, upon which was a.one-story frame 


house, much out of repair, containing eight rooms, exclusive of 


entrance halls. The house was repaired, the dilapidated f fences 
restored, and the school opened in March, 1867. 
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During the next thirteen months thirty-five pupils were re- 


ceived. This result was not accomplished without great labor. 
The country, just emerged from war, was in a condition of ex- 
treme poverty; public conveyances had not yet been resumed in 
many parts of the State, and some counties had not a single рові- 
office. The only way the blind'eould be apprised of the reopen- 
ing of the school was by personal visitation. Several expedi- 
tions were fitted out for that purpose, and for bringing to the 
Institute such blind persons as might wish to avail themselves 
of its privileges. TI 

Two of the expeditions over the mountains to Yell and John- 
son counties, conducted by R. G. Ward, a pupil, and E. I. King, 
an‘ assistant in the Institute, brought іп ten pupils from those 
counties. They traveled in a wagon, drawn by oxen, and were 
several weeks on the road; sometimes, not being able to get 
lodging in houses at night, dex were obliged to camp out in the 
woods, at that time infested with wolves, which could be heard 
prowling about their camp-fire. Іп an expedition made by the 
Superintendent on horseback, a little girl rode fifty miles behind 
him to get to school. , In another instance, a blind boy walked 


seven miles before breakfast, іп order to be at the place ap- 
pointed for meeting. That little girl, now a young lady, is 
teaching school in this State, and the boy is с: іп Ше 
Blind Institute of a neighboring State. 

Mr. Isaac Lawrence did good’ service, both before and after 
the war, in hunting up and bringing in pupils, giving his time, 


and traveling at his own expense, » 


"REMOVAL. 


on 


By authority of an act, approved July 22, 1868, the Institute 
was removed to Little Rock in September of that year. 
At first it occupied the old Governor Fulton residence, 


which was leased for two years. Before the expiration of that 
term the new Board of Trustees, consisting of Liberty Bartlett, 
R. L. Dodge and Chas. Farrelly, had purchased from the Fulton 


estate seven acres of land on the southern border and overlook- 
| : ` 
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ing the city, and built upon it a brick house, forty by fifty feet, 


and two stories high, with a mansard roof, giving rooms upon 


the third floor. . 

This building, intended, eventually, to accommodate adult 
pupils admitted to the Work Department, is now occupied by 
the girls. Temporary frame buildings were erected’ for the 
boys; also for dining-rooms, kitchen and work-shops. The 
land was purchased and buildings erected with an appropriation 
of seven thousand dollars, eked out with savings from the rêg- 
ular annual appropriations. With a subsequent appropriation of 
one thousand-six hundred and fifty dollars an adjoining frac- 
tional block, on the east, has been purchased, extending the In- 
stitution grounds to Louisiana street, and giving one hundred 
and thirty feet more front on Eighteenth street. These two ap- 
propriations, amounting to eight thousand six hundred and fifty 
dollars ($8650) are all that have been made for the buildings and 
grounds, if we except that invested in property at Arkadelphia, 
which property has since been sold by the State; and a tract of 
land near the Penitentiary, donated to the Institute for building 
purposes, by an act, approved April 23, 1873, and withdrawn 
by an act passed in November, 1875. 
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PRESENT CONDITION. 


The buildings and grounds of the Institute are now valued at 
thirty thousand dollars ($30,000.) The latter are all that could 
be desired, but the former are entirely too small to accommodate 
the school and family. We have a-large and excellent reed 
organ, mostlv the gift of the * Smith American Organ Com- 
pany;” Boston, Massachusetts; four pianos, two guitars, a set of 
instruments for a brass band, presented by the citizens of Little 
Rock; a good collection of stuffed birds and quadrupeds, the 
gift of the late George S. Birnie, of Fort Smith; a small collec- 
tion of models, ete., for object teaching; a good library of books 
in raised print, with maps and other school apparatus; about 
two hundred and fifty volumes, in ink print, presented by 


various friends to be read to the blind ; machinery and fixtures 
/ 
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for the work-shops, and such other things as are most essential 
in a school for the blind. In twenty years the Institution has 
had nineteen Trustees, twó Superintendents, three Stewards, six 
Matrons, two Assistant Matrons, seventeen Literary Teachers, 
five Music Teachers, four Teachers of Handicraft, six Physicians 
and one hundred and twenty-one pupils. 

As nearly as can be ascertained, the following is the present 


status of those. who have enjoyed the privileges of the Insti- 
tution: | 


Still in school............ Нага КЕШТЕ ЖОЛУКСАК Л 28 
Restored. to S19 DU. ныз кыы кийнн анды nias жөн Bros ССГ 8 
Left the State and entered other institut опв............................зҮ ... 2 
Teaching in institutions for the Һіпа.............................. ы enn 9 
Teaching school for the seeing......... .... .2.......1..... ы ы, зе зен анасы 2 
Teaching етегеннен ат E 1 
Preaching. eade quc од ыма Ы wavs e QVE EM TEE AUCI EE C es? ОТОНА 2 
Practicing law........ РОТОР О О бе Ба ы ады ООО ОУ stub 
Keeping store......... 人 3 
下 абы аны кашынны, Ө 
Carrying TD 人 1 
Manager of а photograph establishment ..................... E 1 
Making miattkeSSeS оода даа Бооке ыты өк бан NE Ca RE SERE SERE кеті 3 
Making mattresses and brooms.............. адыры қабылда CLE dU a ы ЫЗ 3 
下 В; 
At their homes, doing housework, knitting and fancy work.......... 14 
Incompetent. ..eseeseesessosres serere зеен E ыы ы ананы twa: Sages 9 
Females married to seeing теп............................2 24... 12 
Not heard from........................ —P———Á— M (€ 10 
Deceased RUTAS 15 
Working in chair TAClOFy ооо са тын ырында a aeque 1 
EY AIT НД УЛУ ОЛЛО ТТК ЛОГ КК Г ————— .1 
бета left and looking for Rebus — ——Á— e! — 27 
"FOL everti y teer Cr oon ees T C УО КК КС 121 
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- APPENDIX Е. 


BY-LAWS OF THE ARKANSAS INSTITUTE FOR THE BLIND. 


[ Моте.— Тһе following by-laws, adopted in 1868, have been 
carefully revised and such alterations made as have been sug- 
gested by our own experience and that of other Institutions for 
the Blind. We are especially indebted to the Indiana Institu- 
tion, one of the best managed and most successful establishments 
of the kind in the country.] 


ARTICLE I. 
DESIGN OF THE INSTITUTION. 


SECTION 1. The design of the Institution shall be the phys- 
ical, mental and moral training of the young blind of both sexes 
residing in the State, and not the providing of an asylum for the 
aged and infirm, or a hospital for the treatment of disease. 

SEC. 2. Pupils from without the State may, at the discretion 
of the Trustees, participate in the benefits of the Institution by · 
paying a reasonable sum for their support and education. 


== 


ARTICLE II. 


BOARD OF TRUSTEES, 


a 
— 


Section 1. Тһе Board of Trustees shall hold its regular 
meetings at the Institute on the first Wednesday in each month, 
unless otherwise ordered in special cases. 

SEC. 2. A majority of the members shall constitute a quorum 
for the transaction of business. 

бес. 3. Аъ the first meeting after their appointment iles 
shall elect a- President and Secretary, who shall perform all the 
duties usually incumbent upon such officers, not otherwise pro- 


vided for by law. 


m 
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SEC. 4. Special meetings may be called by ihe President, or 
by à Trustee and the Superintendent. 

SEC. 5. It shall be the duty of the Trustees to visit the 
Institute as often as convenient, at least once a month, making 
themselves familiar with its management and internal ar range- 
ments, and affording such advice and encouragement to the 
Superintendent and officers as occasion may suggest. 


ARTICLE III. 


THE SUPERINTENDENT. 


. SECTION 1. The Superintendent shall be chosen quadren- 
nially by the Trustees, at their regular meeting in June, and his 
term of service shall commence on the first of October succeed- 
ing his selection. Не shall be subject to removal at any time for 
just cause, after a fair hearing before-the Board. 

SEc. 2, He shall be the executive head of the Institute, 
and the medium of communication between it and the Board of 
"Trustees. 

SEC. 9. Не shall have the nomination, subject to the con- 
firmation of the Board, of all teachers and other assistant officers 
in the Institute, together with-the attending physician, and shall 
be 1esponsible for the faithful performance of their several duties, 
as well as for the advancement and good behavior of the papi 
under their charge. 

SEC. 4. Не shall keep a register of all the pupils received 
into the Institute, embracing their names and ages, the causes 
and degrees of their blindness, the date of their admission and 
discharge, the postoffice address of their parents or guardians, 
апа such other information concerning them as may be deemed 
important. 

SEC. 5. In the School Department, he shall ТА е 
course and methods of instruction, the time to be devoted by 
teachers and pupils to the several branches of study, the appa- 
ratus and text books to be employed, the system of discipline, 
and other matters pertaining to the mental and moral improve- 


s 
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ment of the pupils; and it shall be his duty to make frequent 


visits to the several class-rooms during the hours of instruction 
for the purpose of-keeping himself informed as to the progress: 


and deportment of the pupils, and of making such suggestions to 


the teachers as he may deem useful. 


Sec. 6. In the Work Department, he shall prescribe the 
kinds of work to be learned by the pupils, both male and female, 
and thé number of hours per day to be devoted to labor; he 
shall be required to pass frequently through the shops and work- 
rooms for the purpose of keeping hipself informed of the 
progress and deportment of the pupils, and of making such sug- 


-gestions to the Master Mechanic and others employed as he may 


considér necessary. 


" Sec. 7.. He shall direct the purchase of the necessary appa- 


ratus for the work-shops, and see that it is kept in proper condi- 


tion for use. 


бес. 8. He shall purchase, or cause to be purchased, all 
needful material, and cause all money received. for sales of man- 
ufactured articles to be paid over to him at least once a week, 
keeping a strict aecount of his disbursements and receipts on 
account of the Department, and reporting the same quarterly to 
the Board. Е 


Src. 97 ЇЇ, at the close of any session, the receipts of. the 


Ri. Shops shail be found to have exceeded the expenditures, he shall 


cause stich-excess to he set aside and placed to the credit of the 
fund for promoting the welfare of the industrious blind, to be 
be used in aiding indigent blind persons, on leaving the Institute, 
to start in business. 

бес. 10. In the Household Department, he shall prescribe 
the number of domestics and other assistants of like character to 
be employed, fix their rates of compensation and pay.their wages, 
presenting a quarterly account to the Board for money thus 
paid out. | 

бео. 11. He shall see thatall the pupils are comfortably and 
respectably clad, and when their friends, through inability or 
neglect, fail to provide them with the necessary clothing, he shall 


1 
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supply the same, as provided by law; he sliall also defray the 
traveling expenses of such pupils as are not provided by their 
friends with means to return to their homes when required to 
leave on aecount of vacation or otherwise, and in case of death 
of pupils at the Institute, whose remains are not removed by 
their friends, he shall defray all necessary funeral expenses. At 
stated times he shall make out, or caltse to be made out, against 
the respective counties in which the pupils reside, who shall have 
been provided for as specified in this section, itemized aecounts 
of expenditures in behalf of such. pupils, and present the same 
to the Auditor of State for his warrant on the Treasurer, ассога- 
ing to law. | 


SEC. 12. All other ordinary expenses, whether of the House- 
hold or School Department, shall -be defrayed by the Superin- 
tendent, and accounts for the same laid before the Board for 
examination and allowance. | 


бес. 13. Whenever furniture, apparatus, work-material or 
the like, to any considerable amount, shall, in his judgment, be 
needed, the Superintendent shall so inform the Trustees, and if 
they shall consent to tlie expenditure, he shall purchase, or cause 
to be purchased, the requisite articles upon the best terms prao- 
ticable, and present to the Board the accounts for allowance. - 


SEC. 14. Не shall have care of all buildings and grounds 
of the Institute, and shall see that they are kept constantly in ` 


order, both as to cleanliness and minor repairs. 


Sec. 15. He shall exercise due care in the promotion of the 
health of the pupils, by requiring of them frequent and thorough 


‘ablutions, exercise in the open air, and entire abstinence from all 


injurious practices, and providing them with plain, substantial 
diet, together with comfortable dormitory accommodations, and 
in all cases of sickness, shall see that they have every necessary 
attention and prompt medical treatment whenever needed. 

Sec. 16. He shall use his utmost endeavors to imbue the 
mind of the pupils with strict principles of morality, and to 
induce them to avoid all unbecoming personal habits, requiring 
them to attend regularly upon public worship. on the Sabbath, at 

| 


| 
| 
| 
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such places as may be'severally chosen by themselves or their 
friends. — - 


SEC. 17.. He.shall see that due respect always be had to the 
appropriate observance of the Sabbath by all persons connected 
with the establishment, neither permitting visiting to.the Insti- 
tute on that day, nor allowing the pupils to make visits out of 
-the house, or engage in improper occupations or amusements. 

. бес. 18. He shall carefully study the character and capacity 
of each student, and endeavor, so far as possible, to train all in 
such a manner that, upon leaving the Institute, they may be pre- 
pared for usefulness and self-support. 


SEC. 19. Не shall give such personal instruction to classes 
as may be consistent with the performance of his other duties. 


SEC. 20. It shall be considered by him an essential feature 
in the management of the Institute to prevent all unnecessary 
eommunication between the male and female pupils, and he shall 
therefore see that they are never together except in the class- 
room, during school hours, or in the presence of some-officer of 
the Institute. i | 


Ѕес. 21. He shall conduct the correspondence of the Insti- . 


tution, keeping copies of all important letters written, and care- 
fully, filing those received. - 

SEC. 22. Не shall report to the Trustees, at stated times, as 
required by law, the condition and progress of the several depart- 
ments of the Institute, the course of-*instruction pursued, the 
health and general improvement of the pupils, with suggestions 

for the advancement of the objects of the Institute. 

| бес. 23. Не shall have power to suspend any subordinate 
officer for incompetency or dereliction of duty until the next 
succeeding meeting of the Board, when he shall report the case 
for final adjustment by that body. | 

Src. 24. Не may delegate to his several assistant officers any 
of the duties specified in the foregoing sections, which may be 
appropriately intrusted to them ; and in order that all the officers 
and other persons engaged in tàe Institute may have a clear 
amderstanding of their relative duties and obligations, he shall 


P el 


^» 


| 
[59] 
be required to draft a set of. regulations defining their respective 
duties, a copy of which! after approval by the Trustees, shall be 
furnished to each; and- for every essential change in the said 
regulations, the further. approval of the Trustees shall be neces- 


Sary. 4 | 


ARTICLE IV. 
THE SUBORDINATE OFFICERS AND ATTENDING PHYSICIAN. 


SECTION 1. The Steward—if such officer be found neces- 
sary—Matron, and attending Physician shall be appointed an- 
nually by the Board at their Jt une meeting, and their term of 
service shall commence on the first of October, following the 
time of such appointment. They shall be subject to removal at 
any time, after a fair hearing before the Board. 

Бес. 2. Тһе teachers employed in the several: departments, 
including the Master and Mistress of Handicraft, shall also be 
appointed annually by the Trustees at their-June meeting, and 
their term of service shall be coincident with the duration of the 
school-session, next succeeding the time of such appointment. 

SEC. З. In case the Super intendent or Trustees shall not be 
prepared, at the time specified, for the nomination or appoint- 


ment of any one or more of the officers named in the first and 


second sections of this article, or in case of casual vacancies 


occurring at any time, appointments may be made at any other 
regular meeting of the Board. 

Sec. 4. Тһе subordinate officers shall co-operate cheerfully 
with the Superintendent in the general management of the Insti- 
tution, and shall labor assiduously in their respective depart- 
ments for the promotion of its objects. 

Sec. 5. The attending Physician shall visit the Institution, 
upon the call of the Superintendent, and at such other times as 


he may think necessary or proper, rendering. such medical and 
surgical services; except in capital operations, to the pupils as 
may be deemed necessary. His compensation shall be paid out 
of the Institution funds, and по charge shall be made to 
any pupil for medicine or medical attendance by the regular 
physician. 
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“ARTICLE V. 
THE SCHOOL SESSION. 


MEE 

SECTION 1. There shall be one annual session of the school, 
commencing.on the first Wednesday of October and closing on 
the last Wednesday in June following, leaving a vacation of 


"three months. 


Sec. 2. It shall bə considered obligatory upon all the 
pupils to spend the period of vacation at their respective homes. 

Sec. 8. When, in any ease, the friends of a pupil shall fail 
to remove him or her from the school at the commencement of 
vacation, the Superintendent may cause such pupil to be sent 
home, and charge the expense of removal to the county in which 
he or she may have resided, as provided by iegislative enact- 
ment. 


ARTICLE VI. 


THE ADMISSION AND DISCHARGE OF PUPILS. 


Section 1. All blind persons, residing in the State of 
Arkansas, who are between the ages of six and twenty-six, and 
who are not incapacitated by physical, mental or moral infirmity 
for useful instruction, shall be considered eligible for admission 
as pupils of the Institute; but no one whose age does not come 
within the limits just prescribed, shall be received, except by the 
special action of the Board of Trustees. 

Sec. 9. The Board shall cause to be prepared an appro- 


priate circular, setting forth the objects of the Institute, the 


regulations pertaining to the pupils, and such other information 
as may be of interest to applicants, together with definite instruc- 
tions as to the manner of proceeding in making application, a 
copy of which circular shall be furnished to the friends of any 
person wishing to become a pupil, and no one should be sent to 


_ the Institute until said instructions shall have been complied 


with. 

SEC. 3. The Superintendent shall have authority to admit 
all applicants who come within the prescribed rules as to age, 
ete., but shall refer all other cases to the Board. 
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бес. 4. АП the regular basis shall be required to be in - 
attendance at the Institute at the commencement of.each session,’ 
and to remain until its close, unless prevented by sickness or other 
exigencies; and, in case of the! failure of any pupil to comply 
with this requirement without sufficient reason, the right of such 
delinquent pupil to the privileges of the Institute shall be for- 
feited at the discretion of the Trustees. 

SEC. 5. There being no limit fixed by law for the time 
during which a pupil may remain in the Institute, it shall be 
left to the селш dent and Trustees -to determine in each 
individual case as to the proper time for dismissal. 


Sec. 6. Any pupil guilty of gross misconduct, deemed in- 


jurious to, the Institute, may be suspended by the Superin- 


tendent, and, on a fair trial before the Board of Trustees, may 
be expelled and removed from (һе Institute. 

Sec. 4. Pupils who complete their course of instruction 
with credit to themselves may be furnished with a diploma by 
the Superintendent, signed by himself and countersigned by the 
President and Secretary of the Board. 

Adopted by the Board of Trustees J une, 1878. 

zi 7 | LIBERTY BARTLETT, 
= К. L. DODGE, 
| ANDREW HUNTER, 


Trustees. 


‘accordance with the By-Laws, Article 2, Section 24. 
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SUPERINTENDENTS REGULATIONS, 


— 


Prescribing the specific duties of the subordinate officers, in 


К АВТІСІМЕ 1. 


LITERARY DEPARTMENT. 


SECTION 1. It shall be the duty of the several teachers in 
the Literary Department to thoroughly instruct the different 
classes assigned them in the principles of the branches of knowl- 
edge pursued, studiously avoiding the inculeation of merely 


mechanical or superficial forms. 


SEC. 2. It shall be a ruling principle in their teaching, to 
develop and train all the mental faculties of their pupils, consid- 
ering the mere inculeation of knowledge as of secondary im- 
portance compared with the proper training of the mind. 

SEC. 9. They shall employ, as far as applicable, the most 
improved methods used in schools for the seeing. They shall 
endeavor to teach ideas rather than mere words, and they shall 
require the pupils to recite by topies, carefully avoiding the use 
of leading questions in conducting the recitation. 

SEC. 4. The principal male teacher will be expected to have 
the immediate oversight of all the male pupils when out of 
school and not under the particular charge of any one else, seeing 
"that they arise promptly at the ringing of the morning bell, 
retire as promptly at the required time in the evening, conduct 
themselves in an orderly manner in their dormitories, attend 
punctually at their meals, deport themselves properly i in their 
various resorts about the buildings and grounds, and in all 
other respects conform to the regulations of the Institute. 

Src. 5. Whenever text books, apparatus, stationery, or the 
like shall be needed for the use of the department, the principal 


КШ. 


` teacher shall report the same to the Superintendent and no pur- 
chase must be made by him without authority of that о 


N. B. — See General ы E 


ARTICLE II. 


. MUSIC DEPARTMENT. 


一 
— 


Section 1. Тһе teachers in the Music Department shall. 
give instruction in both vocal and instrumental music to all the: 
pupils of the Institute who may be found competent to receive 
such instruction, and to those who possess decided musical 
talent, in the |theory and composition of music also, as well ав. 
in the tuning of pianos and other instruments. 

SEC. 2. In their selections for practice they shall resort to 
the compositions of the most approved authors, carefully reject-- 
ing every piece; possessing an: immoral tendency, and such as 
would serve, |in any degree, to depreciate the tastes of their 
pupils. " 

SEC. 3. ln teaching vocal music, they shall consider it of 
primary importance to inculcate clearness and distinctness of 
enunciation, "brin so far as practicable, the rules of elocu- 
tion to the vocal exercises of their pupils. 

SEC. 4. Tn the Instrumental Department they shall teach 
the pupils to |perform upon the piano-forte, the organ and all 
the varieties of wind and stringed instruments in common use,. 
_ so far.as required by the Superintendent. 

SEC. 5. In imparting their instructions in the principles of" 
music, they shall observe all the rules laid down for the guid- 
ance of the teachers in the Literary Department. . 

SEC. 6. HEY shall seek for the pupils frequent opportuni-- 
ties of hearing the performance of skilled artists, in order to: 
the improvement of their tastes. 

SEc. 7. Тһе principal musie teacher shall have immediate 
direction of all the assistants employed in this department, and 
shall be respohsible to the Superintendent for the faithful рег-- 
formance of their duties. Не ‘shall also see that all the instru— 
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nents are kept in good repair, and in, every other respect 
properly cared for, preventing their being meddled with by 
pupils who are not receiving instruction upon them. 

Sec. 8. Whenever new instruments, musie-or other articles 


pertaining to the department shall ba needed, the principal. 


teacher shall report the same to the Superintendent, and no pur- 
chase must be made by him without authority from that officer. 
N. B.—See General Regulations. 


ARTICLE III. 


INDUSTRIAL DEPARTMENT. 


Section 1. The Master and Mistress of Handicraft shall 
have immediate charge of the male and female work depart- 
ments, respectively, and shall carefully instruct the pupils in 
such manual arts and at such timas as muy ba designated by the 
Superintendent. 

- бес. 2, They shall keep accounts of all articles manufac- 
tured by the pupils in their respective departments,.-in such a 
manner as to show the value thereof, and raport the same 
monthly to the Superintendent. 

Sec. 3. They shall require their pupils to deport themselves, 
during the hours devoted to work, in the same quiet, orderly 
manner as usual in the school-rooms during class recitations. 

SEC. 4. They shall have the immediate charge, respectively, 
of all the buildings or apartments, as well as the tools and fix- 
tures, devoted to the use of the work department, and shall see 
that they are kept constantly in order. They shall have the 
immediate direction of all assistant instructors, or other persons 
employed in their respective departments, and shall be respon- 
sible for the faithful performance of the duties assigned said 
persons so employ ed. 

Sec. 5. If, at any time, it should be thought best, by the 


Trustees and Superintendent, the Master of Handicraft may con-- 


duct the shop under contract, supplying all the work materials 
needed in his branch of the department at his own expense, and 
meceiving all the wares manufactured by the pupils under his 
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direction as a compensation for- the instruction giyen them ; 
but he shall be furnished by the institution with all tools and 
other appurtenances needed: by | the pupils in plying the several 
mechanic arts in which they are ‘being instructed. ` 

бес. 6. The Mistress of Handicraft shall have the dnos. of 
all stock pertaining to her branch of the department and of the 
sales thereof. She shall keep a strict account of all money re- 
ceived from sales, and pay over the same, weekly,.to the Super- 
intendent. | 

SEC. 7. She may, at her discretion, furnish materials to 
pupils for over-work, and pay them for their labor. out of the 


receipts from sales at such rates as may be, from time to time, 


authorized Ву the Superintendent, and: the amount thus paid 
must be reported to the Superintendent at each weekly settle- 
ment. 

Sec. 8. Until the aibe of vit and means of the 
Institute sball justify the employment of a teacher exclusively 
for female handicraft, the Matron and her assistant shall liave 
charge of that department. | 

бес. 9. Each of the officers named in this article shall keep 
the Superintendent duly notified of the wants of his or ber 
branch of the Industrial Department, and they shall in no case 
pay out money to meet these wants without authority from the 
Superintendent. zs 

N. B.—8ee General Regulations. 
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_ ARTI CLE IV. 
HOUSEHOLD DEPARTMENT—THE STEWARD. 


SECTION 1. The Steward—if any be employed—shall have 
the oversight of the buildings and, grounds, of the Institute, 
together with the various appliances for ‘warming, bathing, 


cooking, washing, etc., the household furniture, the - vehicles ` 


and harness, and all other property of the kind, excepting such 
parts of the building and their appurtenances as may be as- 
signed to the particular care of other officers; and it shall be 
his duty to see that all these are kept in constant order. When 


---- 
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repairs of-any kind are needed he shall report the same 
to the Superintendent and receive his instructions as to the’ 


manner in which and the parties by whom they shall be executed. 


He shall also have the oversight of the horses and other stock 
belonging to the Institute, seeing that they are properly fed and 


: otherwise cared for by the persons having the immediate charge 


of them. a 

бес, 2. He shall have the immediate direction of the male 
employes in the discharge of their respective duties, reporting to 
the Superintendent all persistent delinquencies on their part. 

SEC. 8. He shall, in connection with the Matron, have 
char ge of the various supplies for the Household Department, 
seeing that they are properly cared for and, economically used; 
and when these need replenishing, shall make the necessary pur- 
chases under the direction of the Superintendent. 

.SEc. 4. He shall purchase, under the direction of the Super- 
intendent, all necessary clothing supplies for such of the male 
pupils as are provided for in that respeat by the Institute. 

бес. 5. He shall pay the wages of all employes, out of 
money furnished him for that purpose, and take receipts for such 
payments, but shall have no authority to change their rates of 
compensation as fixed by the Superintendent. 

SEC. 6. He shall examine all bills for the expenses of the 
Household Department, and certify to their correctness before 
passing them to the Superintendent for presentation to the Board ; 
and he shall keep all the accounts of the several departments of 
the Institution with the Board of Trustees, Superintendent, sub- 
ordinate officers, pupils and other parties. 

бес. 7. In addition to the several duties specified in the 
preceding sections, he shall lend his aid to the Matron, when 


. necessary, in the care.of the sick'among male pupils, and shal}, 


at all times, be subject to һе са! of the Superintendent for the 
performance of any other reasonable duty: реа to the busi- 
ness of the Institution. 

^ N.: B.—$See General Regulations. 
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ARTICLE У. ` 


THE MATRON. 


а yt 


| ; Ё оз ; | 
Тһе Matron being the female head of the establishment, shall 


_ participate in the general management, and, co-operate with the 


Superintendent i in the government of the pupils. Her especial 
duties shall be as follows: 
SECTION L, She shall һауе the. „particular char ge of the 


female pupils and younger boys when out of school, spending as 


much of her time with them as praeticable, and laboring assidu- | 


ously to promote their moral and: religious improvement, and 
also to teach them to deport themselves іп-а courteous, amiable 
and affectionate manner, as well in their intercourse with each 
other as with the officers of the Institute. 


SEC. 2. She shall have charge of all parts of the building, | 


as to their cleanliness, and shall see that-they are kept constantly 
in order, permitting the pupils to perform as much of the labor 
as is' practicable. 

Src. 3. She shall have the care of all the bedding belonging 
to the Institute, together with the clothing of all the pupils, and 
shall see that they be duly changed, washed, ironed and kept in 


order ; the repairing, as well as “the making of new articles, to 


be done under her immediate direction. She shall also have ће ` 


charge of the clothing of the officers who board in the Institute, 
so far as regards washing and ironing. 

Бес. 4. When new clothing supplies are needed for such 
female pupils as are provided for in that respect by the Institute, 
she shall purchasé the same under the direction of the Superin- 
tendent. | 


бес. 5. She shall have the immediate supervision of the 
female domesties, assigning to them. their partieular duties and 


directing them in the performance thereof, and shall also see that 
they deport themselves in a respectful and orderly: manner, obey- 
ing strictly the rules of the house concerning them. 


Sec. 6. She shall have charge of the culinary affairs of the - 


establishment, directing the purchase of marketing and prepara- 
tion of the food for the tables, and shall, in connection with the 
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Steward, see-that all the groceries, provisions, ete., are well taken 
. eare of and economically used. | ° 
_ бес. 7. Either she, or the Steward, shall be present during 
the meals of the pupils, to see that they are: properly attended to 
by the domesties, and that they deport themselves in an orderly 


and becoming manner. 


SEC. 8. She shall have the care of patients in case of sick- 


» ness occurring among the pupils, administering to them as directed 


by the physician, or Superintendent; or in case of the employ- 
ment of a nurse, she may delegate to such employe so much 
of the care of the sick as may be authorized by the Superin- 
tendent. m 

SEC. 9. She shall keep the Steward duly. notified of the 
eurrent wants of her department, in the way of groceries, pro- 
visions and other like supplies; aud when artieles in the way of 
household furnishing goods or supplies are needed, she shall 
report the same to the Superintendent; but she shall, in no case, 
pay out money or incur obligations to meet these wants without 
the previous consent of the Superintendent. 

SEC. 10. In case of the employment of an Assistant Matron 
or housekeeper, she shall direct the performance of the duties of 
such officer, as prescribed by the Superintendent. 

№. B.—See General Directions. 
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ARTICLE VI. 


| 


СЕХЕКАТ, DIRECTIONS. 


SECTION 1. In discharge of the foregoing obligations, the 
officers will, in all cases, be subject to the advice of the Superin- 
tendent, and it shall be their duty to consult him in a frank, 
courteous and unreserved manner іп whatever pertains to their 
respective departments. | | | 

Sec. 9. - АП of the officers will be expected to render them- 
selves. generally useful to the pupils, by spending as many of 
their leisure hours with them as is practicable, encouraging and 
assisting them in the prosecution of their studies, reading to them 
from useful works, striving, by judicious advice, to correct their | 
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habits and manners, and іп any other way laboring: for the f iro-; Ae 
motion of their improvement and happiness. Espécially-shall 7 
they: use. their: best endeavors to: prevent them from acquiring: or 
continuing in eccentric personal habits or peculiavities, and. to | 
. teach them to deport themselves in a courteous, amiable and 
affectionate manner, as well in their intercourse with each other so, 
as with the officers of the Institute. | E 


SEC. 9. Every teacher or other officer shall be re sponsible for 
the good behavior of the pupils while under his or her particular — . 
charge, whether for instruction or any other purpose ; апа it shall ``? 
be the duty of all to lend their aid at every other time to the Е. 
Superintendent in the preservation of order among the pupils by 
judicious advice and restraint, and by reporting to him any dis- - ы 
orderly conduct which may come to their knowledge. | 

Src. 4. No teacher or dther person employed i in the Insti- = 
tute shall inflict corporal punishment проп any pupil, but when . 
extreme cases of disobedience. occur, such as merit more than 
a reprimand, they shall be reported to the. Superintendent. . | 

Src. 5. Promptness will be expected of all in attendance 
upon their classes or in the discharge of any other obligation, 
and none will be at liberty to absent themselves from duty, even ~ 
when substitutes may be provided, without consultation with the ~~ 
Superintendent, excepting'in cases of emergency, nor will ány ^ ^ 
teacher be at liberty, during the hearing of any regular class, to 
be engaged in reading, writing or other occupation not belong- E 
ing strictly to the class-room. E 


Sec. 6. No person shall be at liberty to grant lowe of ab- 7. 
sence to any pupil, from the premises, unless authority so to do 
is especially delegated by the Superintendent. 

SEC. 7. No person will be allowed to. read aloud і in the 、 
presence of the pupils any book, pamphlet or paper which eel а 
be disapproved of һу the Superintendent. ` s 

SEC. 8. All persons boarding in the Institute will be: exe. 
pected to be in their rooms at a reasonable hour at night, so 
that the house may-be duly closed and unnecessary disturbance 
avoided to those who may retire early. К aj 
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г 224) SEC. 9. IE shall be obligatory upon all the officers having 
| Contro] of the pupils, to require of them a prompt and rigid 
e of. duty, allowing no neglect of study or work 
2 гә Of infringement of known regulations to go unreported. 

E A la by the Board of Trustees. 


A n УА; | OTIS PATTEN, Superintendent. 
"e LIBERTY BARTLETT, ғады 
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